
Announcements 

June’s Dinner will be at El Sol Mex-

ican Restaurant in downtown Harris-

burg on Saturday, June 14th at 

5:30pm. We’ll sit down promptly at 

6:00 pm. Please RSVP if you plan to 

attend at our website. 

June’s Meeting is Saturday, June 

14th at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at 

approximately 8:00 pm. 

After Hours is at Stock’s on Sec-

ond. Stock’s offers an opportunity to 

mingle and socialize in a friendly at-

mosphere as well as an opportunity 

to dance to some great music. So for 

great conversation, friendship and 

more, please join us at Stock’s on 

2nd. There is no cover.  

June Birthdays! Please say Happy 

Birthday to Rachel Ly., Marti Ga., 

Gina Ja., Suzane Ol., Ronee Mi., 

Ashley Ho., Elsa La., Leah Ba., 

Brooke Gr., Alek Fa. and Monique St. 

Membership Dues are a one-time 

annual fee of $20.  Spouses or SOs 

are $10 for the year.  Dues are used 

to pay for meeting space, program 

literature, our website and our affilia-

tion with and support of community 

groups and activities such as Com-

mon Roads, the Community Center, 

Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.  

Please continue to support our organ-

ization and efforts by joining or re-

newing your membership—we are 

making a difference! 

Red Roof Inn Discount We have 

negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 
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What Are Your Thoughts?  
Come share yours at our June 14th Meeting at 8:30 pm at the MCC of the 
Spirit in Harrisburg.  Our moderated discussion will center on the question be-
low.   

Given the recent media coverage of Laverne Cox at one extreme 
and RuPaul’s “tranny” comment on the other, how does the termi-
nology we use to describe ourselves and others matter?  Or does 

it?   

Help Make Pennsylvania a Better 
Place for Transgender People! 

Write your legislator today and ask them to support S/H Bill 300!  

(These are guidelines provided by Equality PA for handwritten letters) 

If you are interested in writing your legislator to let them know why you 
support passing nondiscrimination protections for all Pennsylvanians, 
please download and the guidelines and sample template to help you 
write your letter.  There are also Equality PA Talking Points and Fre-

quently Asked Questions  provided as well. 

http://www.elsolmexicanrestaurant.com/
http://www.elsolmexicanrestaurant.com/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/signup_dinner.htm
http://www.stocksonsecond.com/
http://www.stocksonsecond.com/
http://www.transcentralpa.org
mailto:info@TransCentralPA.org


Tuesday, May 20, 2014, was marked 
and will be remembered not because 
of its import as a key election day but 
because Federal Judge John Jones 
struck down Pennsylvania’s ban on 
same sex marriage on the grounds that 
it was unconstitutional. Clearly, 
transgender Pennsylvanians realize all 
too well that this directly impacts many 
of our community. Prior to this ruling, an existing marriage that was legal prior 
to the transition of one of the couple could have been invalidated because of 
the legal change of gender. That could have resulted in the denial of existing 
health care coverage and pension benefits conferred by the spouse as well as 
tax, survival and hospital visitation benefits and the myriad of other perks that 
have historically been reserved for heterosexual couples. 

In his opinion Judge Jones stated, 

The issue we resolve today is a divisive one. Some of our citizens are made 
deeply uncomfortable by the notion of same-sex marriage. However, that same
- sex marriage causes discomfort in some does not make its prohibition consti-
tutional. Nor can past tradition trump the bedrock constitutional guarantees off 
due process and equal protection. Were that not so, ours would still be a ra-
cially segregated nation according to the now rightfully discarded doctrine of 
"separate but equal." See Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954), 
overruling Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896). In the sixty years since 
Brown was decided, "separate" has thankfully faded into history, and only 
"equal" remains. 

Similarly, in future generations the label same-sex marriage will be abandoned, 
to be replaced simply by marriage. We are a better people than what these 
laws represent, and it is time to discard them into the ash heap of history. 

Judge Jones’s words presage what lies ahead: the struggle for full equality for 
LGBT Pennsylvanians. As Ted Martin, Executive Director of Equality PA, said 
that day, “even if LGBT people can be married tomorrow, they can also be 
fired from their jobs, turned away from a business, or evicted from their homes 
just for being gay or transgender.” Too many of our community know what this 
discrimination feels like; nearly every month at our support group meetings 
someone tells of having been fired from a job, evicted from their home or bla-
tantly mistreated in a public setting simply because they are transgender. We 
need to muster our numbers and get behind the effort to help House and Sen-
ate Bill 300 pass and end, forever, this kind of discrimination. It is poised for 
action this month of June, and is deserves- any, must have- the very highest 
priority from each and every one of us. Please look- in this newsletter and in 
other media posts- for activities that you can be engaged in to help this critical-
ly important goal be achieved. 

 

Warmly, 

 Jeanine 

Ruhsam 
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Jeanine Ruhsam 

From 
the 

President 

Calendar of Events 
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored 

Jun 

11 

CPGLCC Networking  Mixer 

Harrisburg, PA 

Jun 

12 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Carlisle, PA 

Jun 

12 

The Curve 

York, PA 

Jun 

12 

Philly Trans Health Conference 

Philadelphia, PA 

Jun  

13 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Lancaster, PA 

Jun 

13 

NoVA MCC—Gender Support 

Fairfax, VA 

Jun  

14 

TransCentralPA Dinner @ El Sol 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

After Hours @ Stocks 

Jun  

18 

Common Roads —Safe Space 

Harrisburg, PA 

Jun 

19 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Carlisle, PA 

Jun 

19 

The Curve 

York, PA 

Jun 

20 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Lancaster, PA 

Jun 

21 

Laptop Lounge 

King Of Prussia, PA 

Jun 

24 

 Adoles. Sexual Health Conference 

Temple University, Harrisburg, PA 

Jun 

25 

Common Roads —Safe Space 

Harrisburg, PA 

Jun 

26 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Carlisle, PA 

Jun 

26 

The Curve 

York, PA 

Jun 

27 

Common Roads—Safe Space 

Lancaster, PA 

Jun 

28 

ROSE 

York, PA 

Jun  

7 

TGEA Regular Meeting 

VA 

Jul 

19 

Pride in the Park 

Hershey, PA 

Jul 

26 

Pride Fest of Central PA 

Harrisburg, PA 

Aug 

3 

Equality Fest York  

York, PA 

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org 

for details & more event info!  

http://www.cpglcc.org
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.myspace.com/glbtyork
http://www.trans-health.org
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.mccnova.com/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.myspace.com/glbtyork
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.tgatl2.tv/
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.myspace.com/glbtyork
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/common-roads/friday-night-safe-space
http://www.renaissancesep.org/
http://www.tgea.net
http://www.alderhealth.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1108316#sthash.UsuFwq0y.dpuf
http://www.centralpapridefestival.com
http://www.equalityfestyork.com
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
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November 5th-9th, 2014 

Equality Fest York 

Sunday, August 3 

12:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Equality Fest is a day-long celebra-
tion and arts festival held in the heart 
of York City. Its purpose is to cele-
brate the full inclusions of all York's 
citizens in all aspects of civic and 
cultural life regardless of race, reli-
gion, age, economic background, 
mental or physical ability, gender or 
sexual orientation. Equality Fest rep-
resents the partnership between 
York’s cultural, civic and commercial 
communities and enthusiastically 
advocates for a progressive and in-
clusive York, showcasing it as a 
wonderful place to live and love with-
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia. 

www.EqualityFestYork.com  

A Gay Day at  

Hershey Park 

Saturday, July 19, 2014 

Join members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity and our Allies for A Gay Day at 
Hershey Park. The annual event host-
ed by Alder Health Services, Central 
Voice and The LGBT Community Cen-
ter of Central PA includes admission to 
Hershey Park and the opportunity to 
meet individuals from throughout the 
region at the LGBT Community Picnic. 
All participants receive a commemora-
tive Pride in the Park T-Shirt. 

All tickets, t-shirts and picnic vouchers 
must be picked-up at the Pride in the 
Park Hospitality Table (located near 
Group Sales) between 9:30AM and 
Noon that day. 

Pride in the Park is a private function 
hosted by Alder Health Services, Cen-
tral Voice and the LGBT Center of 
Central PA. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance and are only avail-
able through the Pride in the Park 
Event website or by calling 
1.800.867.1550. 

 Business  
Networking Mixer 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014 
6:00-8:00 pm 

American Red Cross 

1804 N 6th St 
Harrisburg, PA 17102 

Members: Free 
Prospective Member: $10 

Bring your business cards and  
30 second elevator speech.  
Business dress requested.   

Artists Needed 
The LGBT Center Gallery is seeking Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & Transgender 
artists from the Central Pennsylvania area for our October Third in the Burg 
program. If you are an LGBT artist, please contact us at your earliest conven-
ience via email to gallery@centralpalgbtcenter.org   In the email, please in-
clude your name, phone number, email address, a photo or two of your art-
work and our availability for a show in October specifically but also for any 
other month's showing at the LGBT Center Gallery.  

Thank-you, LGBT Gallery curators - Dave & Teddy. 

http://www.equalityfestyork.com
http://www.alderhealth.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1108316#sthash.UsuFwq0y.dpuf
mailto:gallery@centralpalgbtcenter.org
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TLDEF today announced that it 
has filed suit against the New York 
City Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment on behalf of a 24-year-old 
transgender man who was targeted 
for discrimination last summer at a 
public pool in Staten Island. 

On July 21, 2013, Bryan Ellicott went 
to the Joseph H. Lyons Pool in Staten 
Island. While in the men’s locker 
room, he was confronted by a pool 
staff member and told he had to leave 
the men’s locker room. He was told to 
use the women’s locker room or to 
leave. When he asked to speak to a 
supervisor, two additional staff mem-
bers repeated that he must use the 
women’s locker room or leave. Bryan 
left the pool feeling disgraced and 
humiliated. 

Bryan’s lawsuit asks a New York 
court to rule for the first time that 
denying transgender people use of 
the restroom or locker room that 
matches their sex constitutes discrimi-
nation in violation of the New York 
City Human Rights Law. 

“Like hundreds of other New Yorkers 
that day, I was just trying get some 
relief from the sweltering heat and 
enjoy an afternoon at the pool,” Bryan 
said. “Instead, I was singled out by 

pool staff because I am transgender. 
They harassed and humiliated me. 
No one deserves to be treated that 
way, but it’s an all-too-common ex-
perience for transgender people like 
me when we use restrooms and 
locker rooms.” 

“What happened to Bryan happens 
to many transgender people when 
they use restrooms and locker 
rooms,” said TLDEF Executive Di-
rector Michael Silverman. “Incidents 
like this one severely restrict the abil-
ity of transgender people to fully par-
ticipate in society. Being able to use 
a restroom without harassment and 
discrimination is essential to being 
able to do things like work or use 
public places. This lawsuit sends a 
strong message: everyone should 
have equal access to public facilities. 
Transgender people cannot be treat-
ed as less than full citizens and be 
denied the use of restrooms and 
locker rooms just because of who 
they are.” 

Bryan is a lifelong New Yorker. He 
was born and raised in Staten Island 
and lives in Manhattan. He has deep 
roots and ties to the community, and 
is active in its public affairs. He 
works for the Office of Emergency 
Management of the City of New 

York. His father was a first responder 
on 9/11 who has since passed away. 

Since this incident, Bryan has not 
used public pools in New York City 
because he is afraid that he will suffer 
additional harassment and discrimina-
tion. The experience has also in-
creased Bryan’s fear of using public 
restrooms, causing him to avoid them. 
This has often resulted in Bryan wait-
ing long periods of time without using 
a restroom when in public, and has 
caused him ongoing medical prob-
lems. 

TLDEF is co-counsel for Bryan with 
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 
LLP. We are grateful for their assis-
tance. 

For the latest information on Bryan's 
case and all of TLDEF's work, like us 
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

TLDEF Files Suit Against NYC Department of Parks 
and Recreation On Behalf of Transgender Man  

Denied Use of Men's Locker Room at Public Pool 

http://www.transgenderlegal.org/media/uploads/doc_552.pdf
http://www.transgenderlegal.org/media/uploads/doc_550.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/TransLegalDefense
https://twitter.com/TLDEF
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/lgbt-history-project
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Trans-Headliners 
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure.  Opinions & views in these links cannot be 

assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA.  Our goal is to simply provide you with information 

Sun-Times Apologizes for Carrying Antitrans Op-ed; National Review Still Defiant 

In Recent Election, India's Trans Population Counted for First Time 

Calif. Assembly Passes Bill to Respect Trans People’s Gender on Death Certificates 

Effort to Repeal Md. Trans Law Fails to Gather Sufficient Signatures 

WATCH: Web Series Brothers Explores Lives of Transgender Men 

WATCH: Parents of Young Transgender Son Share Their Heartwarming Story 

HHS Lifts Medicare Ban on Gender-Confirming Surgeries 

World Health Org. Calls for Removal of Surgical Requirements for Legal Gender Change 

Trans Documentary Just Gender Launches Nationwide Screening Series 

World Health Org. Calls for Removal of Surgical Requirements for Legal Gender Change 

La. Trio Accused of Enslaving Trans Woman 

Navy Seal Exposes Fake Seal 

Laverne Cox: ‘Blending In Was Never an Option’ 

12 Cisgender Allies to Trans Causes 

Op-ed: My Kid's First Dress 

Medicare and Transgender Surgery 

City Settles Trans Case 

The Courage of Trans Soldiers 

Secretary Hagel Says Military Should Review Transgender Ban  

VH1 Green-lights Trans Docuseries TransAmerica 

Report: More Than 100 Instances of Antitrans Violence This Year 

David LaChapelle Responds To Life Ball Poster Controversy 

Can the Trans and Drag Communities Work Together? 

Op-ed: Remembering Pioneering Trans Writer, Activist, Matt Kailey 

Canadian Blood Donor Turned Away Due to Trans Identity 

The Entire World Shows Its Pride With IDAHOT 

Justin Vivian Bond Celebrates a Happy Tranniversary! 

WATCH: Ronan Farrow's Trans Military Debriefing 

What Happens to Sex When Your Partner Comes Out as Transgender? 

Labor Department Stalls on Trans Discrimination Review 

Transgender in NEPA: quiet reclusive lives 

LA Pride Puts the "T" ahead of LGB for Annual Festival 

 

2014 Adolescent  
Sexual Health Conference 

Join us June 24 & 25  
at Temple University Harrisburg 

Check out the amazing opportunities offered at 
this Second Annual Conference. Registration 

now open at: 

 sites.temple.edu/ashconference 

http://www.advocate.com/politics/media/2014/06/03/national-review-claims-laverne-cox-not-woman-stirring-outrage
http://www.advocate.com/world/2014/06/02/recent-election-indias-trans-population-counted-first-time
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/02/calif-assembly-passes-bill-respect-trans-people%E2%80%99s-gender-death
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/02/effort-repeal-md-trans-law-fails-gather-sufficient-signatures-dies
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/01/watch-web-series-%E2%80%98brothers%E2%80%99-explores-lives-transgender-men
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/31/watch-parents-young-transgender-son-share-their-heartwarming-story
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/30/hhs-lifts-medicare-ban-gender-confirming-surgeries
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/03/world-health-org-calls-removal-surgical-requirements-legal-gender
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/2014/06/03/trans-documentary-just-gender-launches-nationwide-screening-series
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/03/world-health-org-calls-removal-surgical-requirements-legal-gender
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/06/la-trio-accused-enslaving-trans-woman-years
http://abc7news.com/careers/i-team-transgender-navy-seal-exposes-fake-seal-from-martinez/72774/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/01/magazine/laverne-cox-blending-in-was-never-an-option.html?_r=0
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/12/12-cisgender-allies-trans-causes
http://www.advocate.com/commentary/2014/05/30/op-ed-my-kids-first-dress
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/05/30/medicare-transgender-gender-surgery_n_5418899.html?utm_hp_ref=mostpopular,transgender
http://epgn.com/view/full_story/25020607/article-City-settles-trans-case-for-%24382k?instance=secondary_stories_left_column
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/22/opinion/sunday/baird-the-courage-of-trans-soldiers.html?_r=1
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/05/12/hagel-military-should-review-transgender-ban.html?ESRC=eb.nl
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/2014/05/14/vh1-greenlights-trans-docuseries-transamerica
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/13/report-more-100-instances-antitrans-violence-year
http://www.out.com/entertainment/art-books/2014/05/24/exclusive-david-lachapelle-responds-life-ball-poster-controversy
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/2014/05/22/can-trans-and-drag-communities-work-together
http://www.advocate.com/commentary/2014/05/21/op-ed-remembering-pioneering-trans-writer-activist-matt-kailey
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/19/canadian-blood-donor-turned-away-due-trans-identity
http://www.advocate.com/politics/2014/05/19/photos-entire-world-shows-its-pride-idahot
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/theater/2014/05/18/justin-vivian-bond-celebrates-happy-tranniversary
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/05/15/watch-ronan-farrows-trans-military-debriefing
http://www.advocate.com/arts-entertainment/books/2014/05/13/what-happens-sex-when-your-partner-comes-out-transgender
http://www.advocate.com/politics/transgender/2014/06/04/labor-department-stalls-trans-discrimination-review
http://thetimes-tribune.com/news/transgender-in-nepa-quiet-reclusive-lives-1.1699718
http://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/LA-Pride-Puts-the-T-ahead-of-LGB-for-Annual-Festival-262197891.html
http://sites.temple.edu/ashconference
http://time.com/135480/transgender-tipping-point/
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...‘Announcements’ Continued  

2014 for both TransCentralPA members 

and guests. To take advantage of this spe-

cial offer, call the hotel directly at (717) 939

-1331 and use the rate code “TCPA”. They 

are also offering a special price for their 

Business King suites, too. Ask for details.  

Have an announcement?  Email us at  

info@TransCentralPA.org  

NCTE, in partnership with six local and national LGBT organiza-
tions, is excited to announce the 2014 Transgender Lobby Day for 
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) taking place in 
Washington D.C., July 14-15, 2014. All are invited to help enact ex-
plicit federal job protections for transgender people. With 
transgender people leading the effort, we can educate members of 

Congress about transgender issues and move ENDA forward.  

General Schedule: On Sunday, July 13, there will be an option-

al reception that is open to all attendees. On Monday, July 14, there 
will be a policy conference featuring best practices on a variety of 
advocacy topics. Featured officials will also brief participants on the 
status of federal policy that affect transgender people. On Tuesday, 
July 15, there will be lobbying training prior to scheduled meetings 
with members of congress. Both the policy conference and lobbying 
training will take place at Meeting House of the Friends, located at 
2111 Florida Ave, NW. Details of the event are still forthcoming, so 
please check back regularly for updates. Recommended hotels will 

be announced in late May. 

For more information, please contact: ncte@transequality.org or 

visit:  

www.transequality.org 

23rd Annual Pride  

Festival of Central PA 

Be Yourself!   

Change the World! 

Saturday July 26th, 2014 

Riverfront Park  
Harrisburg, PA 

SPIRIT FOOD PANTRY 

 The MCC of the Spirit is collecting non-
perishable food to provide groceries to the 
folks who attend their monthly 2nd Monday 
Sharing Our Caring dinner. 

Items such as:  Bags of Rice &/or 
Beans; Canned soups/beans/meats/
fruit; Boxed mashed potatoes or mac n 
cheese; Jars of peanut butter & jelly;  and, 
Condiments:  ketchup, mustard, mayo, soy 
sauce, salad dressings, etc. 

 They also need paper or reusable bags to 
pack the food.  No large economy sizes & No 

canned veggies needed. 

A container is in the Fellowship Hall for dona-
tions.  Questions?  Please contact Luke at 
LJsWorkN@yahoo.com 

mailto:info@TransCentralPA.org
http://Www.transequality.org
mailto:LJsWorkN@yahoo.com
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Friends of The Center, we 

have exciting news to share! 

The Society of American Archivists 
has announced that the LGBT Center 
of Central PA History Project has won 
a prestigious national award, the 
2014 J. Franklin Jameson Archival 
Advocacy Award. 

We are thrilled to be named the recip-
ient of this national award. Past recipi-
ents include several U.S. Senators, 
Fortune 500 corporations, major uni-
versities, and other prominent individ-
uals and organizations. 

The History Project began in August 
2012 and has achieved much suc-
cess in discovering, documenting, 
preserving, and presenting the stories 
of LGBT history throughout central PA 
as told by those who lived them 
through video oral history interviews, 
written accounts, photographs, archiv-
al documents, and artifacts, in part-
nership with the Dickinson College 
Archives and Special Collections. 

Visit their website for more infor-
mation on the project, including volun-
teer opportunities. 

From the Society of American Archi-
vists:  The Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Transgender (LGBT) Center of Cen-
tral PA History Project is a 2014 recip-
ient of the J. Franklin Jameson Ar-
chival Advocacy Award given by the 
Society of American Archivists (SAA). 
The award will be presented at a cer-

emony during the Joint Annual Meet-
ing of the Council of State Archivists, 
the National Association of Govern-
ment Archives and Records Adminis-
trators, and SAA in Washington, DC, 
August 10-16, 2014. 

The award honors an individual, insti-
tution, or organization that promotes 
greater public awareness, apprecia-

tion, or support of ar-
chives. Established in 1989, the 
award is named for the noted Ameri-
can historian J. Franklin Jameson. 
The LGBT Center of Central PA His-
tory Project joins National History Day 
as the 2014 recipients of the J. Frank-
lin Jameson Archival Advocacy 
Award. 

http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/lgbt-history-project
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Come join us for worship and friendship! 

Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit 

2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 

www.MCCoftheSpirit.org  

Transgender People Born in 
New York State Can Now 

Readily Obtain a Birth Certifi-
cate That Matches Who They 
Are, But Obstacles Remain 

for Those Born in NYC 

We are thrilled to report that the State 
of New York has eliminated barriers to 
accurate ID by updating its policy on 
correcting birth certificates for 
transgender people. The state will 
now issue a corrected birth certificate 
after receiving an affidavit from a li-
censed medical provider stating that a 
transgender individual has received 
appropriate clinical treatment. 

The previous policy, which had not 
been updated since the 1970’s, re-
quired proof of surgery. This left the 
vast majority of transgender New 
Yorkers – who have not undergone 
the extensive surgical procedures that 
were demanded by the state before it 
would change the sex designation on 
birth certificates – with a document 
that does not match who they are. The 
state deemed this outmoded require-
ment to be inconsistent with federal 
policy, the policies of other states, the 
New York State Department of Motor 
Vehicles and medical consensus. 
TLDEF, in partnership with a coalition 
led by the Empire State Pride Agenda, 
has been pushing for this policy 
change for years. 

“This is tremendous news for 
transgender people across the country 
who were born in New York State,” 
said TLDEF Executive Director Mi-
chael Silverman. “A birth certificate is 
a fundamental form of identification. 
This will ensure that transgender peo-
ple can obtain accurate birth certifi-
cates that reflect who they are. It also 
means they will stop being subjected 
to harassment and discrimination in 
areas like employment where identifi-
cation is essential to proving eligibility 
to work.” 

Unfortunately, New York State’s policy 
change does not apply to those born 

in New York City, which issues its 
own birth certificates. TLDEF has a 
lawsuit pending against the City of 
New York and the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, challenging the city's oner-
ous practice of requiring 
transgender people to undergo sur-
gery before it will issue them birth 
certificates with corrected sex desig-
nations. 

“It is time for New York City to follow 
the lead of New York State by 
adopting policies that treat 
transgender New Yorkers fairly and 
equally,” Silverman said. 
“Transgender people in New York 
City cannot be denied the right to 
update their birth certificates to re-
flect who they truly are simply be-
cause they were born within New 
York City rather than elsewhere in 
the state. That is unfair, and we will 
continue to prosecute our lawsuit 

demanding change until all 
transgender people in New York State 
– including those in New York City – 
are treated fairly.” 

The Federal Government and the 
States of California, Iowa, Oregon, 
Vermont, and Washington, as well as 
the District of Columbia, have updated 
their birth certificate policies to recog-
nize that an individual’s sex does not 
depend on surgical status. Last year 
the American Medical Association 
passed a resolution in support of poli-
cies “that allow for a change of sex 
designation on birth certificates for 
transgender individuals based upon 
verification by a physician that the indi-
vidual has undergone transition ac-
cording to applicable medical stand-
ards of care.” The World Professional 
Association for Transgender Health 
has also long supported this approach. 

http://www.mccofthespirit.org

