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« February 4, 1969 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1201

S. 849—_INTRODUCTION OF BILIL—
GUNS AND CRIMINALS

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, like
s0 many others, I am alarmed with the
increasing use of firearms by criminals
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in our society; I am appalled by the
criminal’s quick resort to a gun when
deciding to commit his insidious acts. In
this respect, the Congress saw fit last
fall to make it more difficult for the law-
less and untrained to obtain weapons. It
is my belief that in its implementation
this law—the Gun Control Act of 1968—
will serve more effectively as time passes
to cut down on the inordinate flow of
firearms into the hands of the criminal
and the incompetent, the drug addict,
and the alcoholic. For the present, how-
ever, the ease with which any element of
our society has been able to obtain wea-
pons precludes the dramatic effects this
legislation can expect to bring in the
future.

But there remains another approach
to curtailing gun crimes—an approach
that says to the criminal in terms that
are clear and simple that the use of a
gun will be met with punishment that fits
such an act of violence. This approach
is contalned in an amendment to the
Gun Control Act of 1968 which would
provide a mandatory additional prison
sentence for criminals who choose to re-
sort to firearms.

For a first offender the penalty would
be 1 to 10 years in prison. For a sub-
sequent offense—25 years. This proposal
varies from the present law in two major
respects. Under no circumstances can
the sentence imposed against the crimi-

nal gun user be suspended or assessed-

concurrently with the sentenece applied
for the commission of the crime. In other
words, the criminal will be compelled
to serve additional time in prison solely
for deciding to use a firearm. Second,
under the provisions of this proposal, a
subsequent offender will be compelled to
serve 25 years for his choosing to use a
gun. It seems to me no leeway or discre-
tion is needed in the case of a criminal
gun user who employs this weapon of
violence a second time. '

I agree that in providing mandatory
sentences on the congressional level,
questions will be raised. But just as the
ease of gun accessibility by the lawless
reached national proportions justifying
congressional action with the 1968 gun
law so does the penalty for the criminal
use of guns warrant equally close atten-
tion and careful consideration by the
Congress. To put it frankly, gun crimes
have become a nsational disgrace.

It is in this light that I offer this pro-
posal for a mandatory prison sentence
against perpetrators of violent gun
crimes. It will serve, I hope, as a focal
point. For ultimately it is up to the
criminal. In the first instance, it is he
who decides to resort to a gun. If he
finds the pensalty so severe as to deter
its use, only then can society be pro-
tected from the violence it produces.

AMENDMENT OF GUN CONTROL ACT OF 1968

Mr. President, I introduce, for appro-
priate reference, a bill to amend the Gun
Control Act of 1968 and ask unanimous
consent that its text be printed in the
RECORD,

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will
be received and appropriately referred:
and, without objection, the bill will be
printed in the REcorp.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The bill (S. 849) to strengthen the
penalty provisions of the Gun Coatrol
Act of 1968, was received, read twice by
its title, referred to the Commitiee on
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed
in the Recorp, as follows:

8. 840

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the Uniled Siates of
America in Congress assembled, That sub-
section (c). of section 924 of title 18, Unlted
States Coda, 1s amended to read as follows:

“(a) Whoever—

“(1) uses a firearm to commit any felony
which may be prosecuted in a court of the
United States, or

“(2) carries a firearm unlawfully during
the commission of any felony which may
be prosecuted In a court of the United States,
“shall, In addition to the punishment pro-
vided for the commission of such felony, be
sentenced to a term of imprigonment for not
less than one year nor more than 10 years.
In the case of his second or subsequent con-
viction under this subsection, such person
shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment
for not less than 25 years and, notwithstand-
ing any other provision of law, the court
shall not suspend the sentence of such per-
son or give him a -probationary sentence nor
shall the term of imprisonment Imposed un-
der this subsection run concurrently with
any term of imprisonment imposed for the
commission of such felony.”
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