
Keep Your Freedom - Drive Sober on July 4th

This Independence Day holiday, the Kansas Department of Transportation is
partnering with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration for the national Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving
awareness campaign to help keep impaired drivers off the road.

Please remember these drunk-driving statistics as you celebrate the holiday
this summer:
 

In 2019, 515 people died in motor vehicle crashes over the July 4th
holiday period (6 p.m. July 3–5:59 a.m. July 8, 2019). Thirty-eight percent
(198) of those fatalities occurred in alcohol-impaired crashes.
From 2015 to 2019, there were 1,339 drivers killed in motor vehicle traffic
crashes over the 4th of July holiday period and 38% (512) of the drivers
killed were alcohol-impaired (BAC of .08+).
During the 2019 July 4th holiday period, 69% of those who died in
alcohol-impaired crashes were in a crash involving at least one driver or
motorcycle operator with a blood alcohol concentration at or above .15. 
Nighttime is especially dangerous: Over the 2019 July 4th holiday period,
79 % of the 198 people who died in alcohol-impaired motor vehicle traffic
crashes were involved in crashes between 6 p.m.–5:59 a.m.

Over the July 4th holiday period in 2020, the Kansas Highway Patrol
made 20 DUI arrests, issued 824 speeding citations, and also issued 97
seatbelt citations.



The Cost of Drunk Driving
On average, a DUI can set you back $10,000 in attorney’s fees, fines,
court costs, lost time at work, higher insurance rates, and more.
The financial impact from impaired-driving crashes is devastating. Based
on 2010 numbers (the most recent year for which cost data is available),
impaired-driving crashes cost the United States $44 billion annually.
If you’re caught drinking and driving, you can face jail time. Imagine
trying to explain that to your friends and family or your place of
employment.
Drinking and driving can cause you to lose your driver’s license and your
vehicle. This could inhibit you from getting to work, resulting in lost wages
and, potentially, job loss.

 
Celebrate with a Plan

Always remember to plan ahead when you will be celebrating. If you plan to
drink, plan ahead for a sober driver to take you home. If it is your turn to be the
designated driver, take it seriously and do not consume any alcohol.

Remember that it is never okay to drink and drive. Even if you’ve had
only one alcoholic beverage, designate a sober driver or plan to use
public transportation or a ride service to get home safely.
If you see a drunk driver on the road, call 911 immmediately.
Do you have a friend who is about to drink and drive? Take the keys
away and make arrangements to get your friend home safely.

 
This Fourth of July, commit to only driving when you’re 100-percent sober.

Click here for more information

https://www.ktsro.org/impaired-driving


Summer Safety Reminders



Share the Road With Farm Vehicles

Agriculture is a major industry in Kansas. As we move through summer and
harvest time, it's not unusual to encounter slow-moving farm vehicles on the
roads.

As drivers, we all have a job to do: keep everyone safe on the road. Here are
some tips to keep in mind:

1. Pay attention. Scan ahead for slow-moving vehicles and adjust your
speed well before you reach them.

2. If a farmer pulls over to the right, it does not necessarily mean they are
letting you pass. They may be slowing to make a wide left turn into a
driveway or field. Be sure they are not turning before going around them.

3. Even when you're following a slow-moving vehicle, it is only safe and
legal to pass in a passing zone.

Upcoming Events



THE B.R.A.K.E.S. STORY—Dedicated to Saving Young Lives
When NHRA drag racing star Doug Herbert lost his two young sons, Jon and
James, in a tragic car crash in January of 2008, his grief led to his resolve to
create a driving program which would help to prevent other families from
experiencing similar heartbreak by teaching young drivers more conscientious
and confident skills behind the wheel.

Thousands of teenagers lose their lives each year across the country in traffic
collisions. This staggering number of fatalities can be reduced through the
efforts of B.R.A.K.E.S. and its Teen Pro-Active Driving Curriculum.

Click here for more information

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6f8BoUNsrU
https://putonthebrakes.org/


Click here for more information

Click here for more information

https://www.facebook.com/events/518634682765114?ref=newsfeed
http://ksjoa.org/
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