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JHI NGANS JOTTI NGS

India is the land of a thousand faiths, festivals, and feasts providing
a spectacl e that cannot be experienced anywhere else in the world. There
is an underlying simlarity in many of these as are the stark
differences in the styles and forns in different regi ons. But
unfailingly common is the joyous cel ebration and the various gastronomc
and aesthetic delights that acconpany.

Characteristic of the Indian cultural nelange, people in various parts

of India celebrate the New Year in their own ways. And not all of these
fall on the sane day! Between April 9 and 15, 2005 alnobst all parts of

I ndi a and nei ghboring countries cel ebrated New Year in one formor the

ot her.

According to nost Indian or rather South Asian Cal endars the New Lunar
Year starts with the first day of the bright half of Chaitra nonth
(Chaitra Shukla Pratipada or Chaitra Sukhladi). This year the New

Vi kram (Bi kram ) Sanvat (Sanvatsar) 2062 began on April 9 and was
celebrated all over North India and in Nepal. This New Year day was
celebrated in Kashnmir as ‘Navreh’, in Miharashtra as ‘Gudi Padwa’, in
Kar nat aka and Andhra Pradesh as ‘Ugadi’, and as ‘Cheti Chand’ by the
Si ndhi comuni ty.



The New Sol ar Year usually begins on April 13 every year and is

cel ebrated as * Vai sakhi ‘or *‘Bai sakhi’ in Punjab, Haryana and H macha
Pradesh. Sikhs also celebrate this day for inaugurating the O der of
Khal sa by Guru Gobind Singh. It is also known as Mesadi and Vai sakhadi .
In Tam | Nadu, ‘Varsha Pirappu’ the Tami| New Year begins on this day.
This day is celebrated as Sinhala New Year in Sri Lanka. In Kerala the
first day of the Medam noth of the Mal ayal am cal endar is cel ebrated as
‘“Vishu' (auspicious) and this year it falls on April 14. Naba Barsha is
cel ebrated as a New Year for Bengalis and this year it falls on Apri

15. This is celebrated as the Poila Bai sakh in Bangl adesh and is a

nati onal holiday. This day is known as Mahabi shuba Sankranti and is
celebrated as the Oriya New Year throughout Orissa. In North East India
this day is celebrated as ‘Bohaag Bi hu’ or ‘Rongaali Bihu'.

In 1957 the Government of |ndia adopted Saka Sanvat as the |ndian

Nati onal Calendar in an attenpt to establish a unified cal endar for al

of India. However the Gregorian calendar is in use for official purposes
and holidays are still determ ned according to regional, religious, and
ethnic traditions. This year Saka New Year 1927 began on March 22. This
day is also known as the vernal equinox when the night and day are equa
all over the world, the sun sets at the South Pole and rises at the
North Pol e and anyone standing on the equator at noon will not cast a
shadow.

Navroze, the Parsi New Year is celebrated on March 21 annually. This day
is celebrated as New Year in Pakistan and is known as Nowr ooz.

‘Losar’ is the New Year for Bhutan and Ti bet and was cel ebrated on
February 6 this year.

In Gujrat the New Year celebrations will begin on Novenber 2, this year.

Ww, what a lot to celebrate! W would |like to see stanps, posta
stationery, and special postrmarks on these. India Post’s Greeting Cards
with stanped envel opes for all these variations of the New Year will be
a good | dea.

We al so take this opportunity to wish all of you a joyous new begi nni ng
to this year.

Until next week, please enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
- M&SJ

Qur thanks to the Contributors and Sources to this issue: Manohar Lal,
Madhukar Deogawanka, and Abhai M shra.

We invite your inputs, please email to “witeback at stanpsofindi a.conf
If you've found this newsletter useful, recommend it to a friend.
Better still, forward a copy of this issue. Also, please nention this
newsl etter when contacting other philatelists.

Report the philatelic activities in your area for publication here. W
shal | reinburse the costs incurred on images, philatelic items issued,
publications, courier and other agreed charges.

Pl ease send your queries in detail (images welcone) on all matters
related to Philately and Postal Hi story of India and Indian States. W
will attenpt to find an answer for you



NEWS & ANNCUNCEMENTS

FORTHCOM NG STAMP | SSUES

April 18: 50 Years of Bandung Conference, Rsl15

The issues along with the First Day Cover and the information sheet, at
Rs 2 each, shall be avail able on sale at nearly 1000 sel ected Post

Ofices including all Philatelic Bureaus and Counters in the country.

For a list of stamps in 2005, please visit
htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl st anps/ 2005st anps. ht m

‘15 PUNJAB' STAMP RELEASED

I ndi a Post rel eased a postage stanp in the denom nation of Rs 5 on April
13, 2005 to mark 300 years of 15 Battalion (Patiala) of the Punjab

Regi ment .

It is one of oldest and nobst decorated battalions of Indian Army and was
raised on April 13 1705 by Baba Alla Singh founder of Patiala State. In
1932 it was re-designated as 1st Patiala Rajindra Sikhs Infantry.

In 1951, 1st Patiala was integrated in to the Punjab Regi nent of Indian
Arnmy and was designated as the 15 Punj ab.

Kam eshwar Singh designed the stanps and the First Day Cover. Al ka
Sharnma designed the pictorial first day postmark. Brochure containing
wite-up and technical data was issued on the occasion. The First Day
Cover and the Brochure are priced at Rs 2 each. India Security Press
printed the stanps by Photo Gravure in the quantity of 0.8 mllion each
in the sheets of 35 stanps.

RECENT SPECI AL POSTMARKS & COVERS

Jan 26 - Feb 6: Kol kata, 30th Kol kata Book Fair
No Cover - Postmark with changi ng dates

Feb 20-21: Barasat, BARPEX District Level Stamp Exhibition, 2 covers

For t hcomi ng

Apr 22: Dehradun, Earth Day 2005
RECENT & FORTHCOM NG EVENTS

EXHI BI TI ONS & FAI RS

April 14-16, Malda, District Level

April 15-17: Ernakulam District Level
April 22-24: Minbai, Coins

April 28-30: Gangtok, Sikkim NEW DATES
May 7-8: Chennai, Stanps & Coins

August 11-15: Coi nbatore, South Zone

Contact: The Philatelists Coinbatore, 5 Eleventh Street, Tatabad,
Coi nbatore 641 012



August 12-15: Salem National Level philatelic & Numismatic

Contact: N Vaithiyanathan, Treasurer, Baramahal Philatelic and

Num snati c Association, 16 Gandhi Road, (Opposite Ganesan Hospital),
Sal em 636 007

For a list of exhibitions in 2005, please visit
http://ww. stanpsofi ndi a. conf i nf obase/ events. ht m

MEETI NGS

May 2: 2 to 4 PM Delhi Philatelists

2214-15, Hardhi yan Singh Road, 2nd Fl oor, Chanana Conpl ex, Karol Bagh,
New Del hi 110005

Guests are wel come, please contact: Madhukar Jhi ngan 93505- 37037

The schedul e of neetings of the philatelic organizations is avail able at
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com i nf obase/ cl ubnmeet. ht m

JAI NI SM PHI LATELY GROUP

In the Issue # 209 of February 24, 2005 it was erroneously reported that
Prakash Mody has founded a new yahoogroup on Jainism Philately
http://groups. yahoo. com group/jai nismphilately on February 20, 2005

The group was, in fact, founded by Sudhir Jain, Satna who is also its
noderator. Apol ogies to both, Mdy and Jain and we do regret the

i nconveni ence caused to our readers.

LOd STI CS POST

R Ganesan, Secretary Mnistry of Comunications & Infornmation

Technol ogy, and Chairman of Postal Services Board | aunched a new service
‘Logi stics Post’ on March 28, 2004 at Munbai. Initially the service
woul d operate on 30 dedi cated destinations from Munbai

India Post has tied up with a private transport operator for vehicles
and will pick up and deliver parcels of above 50 kg at fixed rates.

I ndi vi dual parcels will be charged based on wei ght, under various sl abs,
the maximumrate being Rs 1.35 per kg for parcels up to 100 kg, the
mnimmtariff being as |low as Rs 0.60 per kg for cargo of 7 tons and
above. India Post is expected to earn a margin of around 15 per cent.

Logi stic Post would be |aunched in three nore States, Tami| Nadu,
CGujarat and Uttaranchal, shortly and be a national service by June 2005.

RETAI L POST

I ndia Post |aunched ‘Retail Post’ in 1996 to take advantage of its
country wide network. Traditionally the local post office is the

comuni cation hub for a village and small town. People regularly visit
the post office for postal services, make outstation calls and for other
simlar purposes. Therefore placing consunmer products at post office
adds to their visibility.

Recent |y Kol kat a- based consuner goods conpany Emam tied up with India
Post to sell consuner goods such as soaps and creans through 5,000 post
of fices. The pilot project was initiated in Maharashtra in February
2005, with anbitions to eventually be available in some 100, 000 post -
of fice across India.

A pilot project was bei ng worked out between |India Post and inagi ng
products maj or Kodak India to sell cameras and filmrolls at post
offices in Sangli and Panvel in Maharashtra. India Post is also in talks



wi th maj or consuner goods nmanufacturers such as H ndustan Lever, Godr e
Consumer Products and Marico Industries, for tie ups for Retail Post.
MALDI VES NEW | SSUES

Jan 26: Euro Cup Soccer, Set of 4 ,12 Rf each

PAKI STAN NEW | SSUES

March 23: Paksitan Air Force, Set of 4, Rs 5 each

SRl LANKA NEW | SSUES

March 27: Tsunam Victins, Set of 4, Rs 5, 20, 30, and 33

WEBSI TE ON CO NS

Sanj ay Kansal has | aunched an excellent website on Indian coins. Please
visit http://ww.geocities.conlindia coin/ and wwv. i ndi ancoins.tk

FREE ADVERTI SEMENTS

The Advertising Supplenent to ‘ Stanps of India Collectors Conpanion’ is
avai | abl e on-1ine http://ww.stanpsofindi a. com newssite/ad/ ads. ht m

DANDI MARCH Cl NDERELLA

10 different nmulticolor self-adhesive |abels to conmenorate 75'"

anni versary of Mahatna Gandhi’s March to Dandi are avail able for Rs 75,
postage extra, fromA R C Shah, A-20 Gujarat Apartnents, Pitanpura,
Del hi 110034, Tel ephone 9810179095

| NDI AN POSTAL GUI DE 1869

The first issue of the official postal guide, reprinted by Stanps of

I ndi a 2004, 236 pages, hardbound, enlarged fromoriginal octavo to A4
size, limted edition, Special price — Rs 2750 post paid anywhere in the
world. It is now possible to pay by credit card
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com 99999. ht m

VI EWS & OPI NI ONS

READERS FORUM
<Dear Reader, Your feedback is inmportant to us as it hel ps evol ve the
newsl etter. Please send us have your thoughts and suggestions. >

ATl SH JAIN

It is to bring to your kind notice about paper folds appearing in recent
i ssues of miniature sheets. It had started with mniature sheets of Taj
Mahal . Simlarly there are folds visible in mniature sheets of Flora
and Fauna and now 75 years of Dandi March. The miniature sheets of Dandi
March are the worst with 2 to 3 folds visible in each sheet. | can't
understand the matter of these folds appearing in these mniature sheets
whi ch gives these mniature sheets crunpled | ook and nakes them un-
collectible. | hope you will take up this matter with our posta
departrments and urge themto check this shortcomng in our beautiful

st anps.

FEATURES & RESOURCES

Indian Laws Rel evant to Philately

htt p: //ww. st anpsofi ndi a. conl i nf obase/| aws. ht m

Report Cyber Crime & Internet Fraud related to Indian Philately
htt p: // ww. st anpsofi ndi a. con i nf obase/ cybercrinme. htm

ALSO IN THE NEWS




JOHN PAUL I 1920- 2005

Karol Jézef Wjtyla, Pope John Paul 11 since his election on COctober 16,
1978, was born in Wadow ce, a small town near Krakow, Poland on May 18,
1920. Foll owi ng schooling in Wadowi ce, he began his studies at the
University of Krakow in 1938. After the Gernan invasion in 1939, he was
obliged to earn a living as a factory worker. \Wen he di scovered his
vocation to the priesthood in 1942, he entered the secret sem nar
establ i shed in Krakow by Cardi nal Sapi eha. On Novenber 1, 1946, he was
ordai ned priest. He was appoi nted Suffragan Bi shop of Krakow by Pope
Pius XIl on July 4, 1958. During the Vatican Council he was appointed
Ar chbi shop of Krakow by Pope Paul VI on January 13, 1964, and nmade a
Cardinal on June 28, 1967. On Cctober 16, 1978, Archbi shop Wjtyla was
el ected Pope as the first non-Italian for 455 years. He took the nane of
hi s predecessor, John Paul |l. As Pope, he set up a record of
beatifications (1314) and canoni zations (476). He created 201 cardinals
in 8 consistories. He has acconplished over 100 trips abroad and 150
journeys within Italy. Even during his life, his pontificate was
regarded as one of the longest in the history of the church. Pope John
Paul 1l died on April 2, 2005 at the age of 84 years.

Austria Post will issue a stanp on April 14, 2005 in the denom nation of
Euro 1. The stanp designed by Peter Sinawehl with artwork by Kurt
Leitgeb will printed by the Photogravure and Intaglio process in the
quantity of 1 million. The illustration of this stanp is available at:
http://ww. st anpsofi ndi a. com newssi te/ newspost/216- pi X. ht m

Vatican Post Ofice issued a set of 3 special stanps on April 12, 2005
in the denominations of Euro 0.60, 0.62, and 0.80 in blue, red and
green, respectively. These stanps can be used only until a new pope is
el ected. According to tradition, the “vacant See” stanmp carry an image
of two crossed keys but no papal headgear. The traditional inmage on
Vatican stanps issued while a pope is alive has the keys and the
headgear. These stanps are valid for the so-called “interregnum” the
time span that begins with the death of the pope and ends when a new one
is elected, but other Vatican stanps also will be valid in that period.

<W invite you to contribute clippings on philatelic and postal matters,
fromother print and electronic publications, for inclusion here>

VWEB SI TE UPDATES

STAMPS OF I NDI A http://ww. st anpsofindi a. com

The Hub Site of Indian Philately presents info in follow ng segnents -
NEWS, | SSUES, EVENTS, AUCTI ONS, PUBLI CATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS, DEALERS
and ARTICLES. In addition we provide question answers in ASK US. Al so
all Indian philatelic web sites as well as several useful philatelic
sites are listed under LINKS.

PRI NCELY STATES REPORT http://ww. princel ystates. com
Journal of Indian States History, Philately & Num snatics

STAMPS ON I NDI A http://ww. st anpsoni ndi a. com
The site devoted to the stanps fromall over the world on Indian topics

—————————— **********O\'*********——————————

ADM NI STRI VI A



Publ i shed by Madhukar Jhingan (mnjhingan at yahoo.com for ‘' Stanps of
India, Apartnent 49-D, Block BG 5, Paschim Vihar, New Del hi 110063.
I ndi a

Phone: +91-11-25281578, Mbbile: +91-9350537037( NEW

Subj ect to Del hi Jurisdiction

Awar ds Received: Silver Medal with the ‘Felicitations of the Jury' at
‘BELA CA 2001' World Philatelic Exhibition, Brussels, June 9-17, 2001

Qur now farmous Di scl ai ner!
http://ww. stanpsofindi a. cont si t egui de/ w04. ht m
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