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OBITUARY / REPORT FROM THE REGIONS

L
eslie Stankler was born in Leeds where
he studied, qualifying MB ChB in 1956.
He was a captain in the RAMC and

returned to Glasgow for postgraduate work in
medicine.  Once he developed an interest in
Dermatology he was influenced by the staff at
the Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow and tutored in
histopathology by Professor John Milne, of
Glasgow University.  Later, when he was
appointed senior registrar at the Royal
Infirmary, Glasgow, Dr Alan Lyell encouraged
his originality.  Thus when he was appointed
consultant at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary in 1968
he had an established reputation from his
articles on the pathogenesis of inflammatory
conditions particularly psoriasis.  In Aberdeen
he continued to investigate the factors which
influence and inhibit the Koebner response,
studies which were the basis of his successful
MD thesis in 1978.

At all times his first concern was for his
clinical work and he recognised that it can

take sufferers a long time to come to terms

with their condition.  He was ahead of his time

in documenting the disabilities which psoriasis

can bring, in writing a booklet freely

distributed in the clinic and for clinical audit

which included the financial cost of attending

clinics.

Numerous medical students and young

doctors studying for examinations were

encouraged and many colleagues cheered by

his wit. As illness took its toll he never

complained. Where previously he had enjoyed

golf, his enthusiasm was for gardening

including the challenge of breeding cold

sensitive camellias.  There was also time to

pursue photography and study music.

However he made frequent visits to the

medical library to learn everything possible

about the treatment of heart failure.  He wrote

several reports stemming from his experience

of drug side effects warning “the dangers of

polypharmacy become

more significant when

one is personally

affected”.  He also

completed a

fascinating monograph

describing his

experiences as a

patient.  “Struggles

through a therapeutic jungle between scylla

and charybdis”.

His marriage to Frances and family life had

the greatest importance in his life but he was

also sustained by his religion without ever

parading his work.  He leaves his wife, two

daughters, one son and three grandchildren.

Dr Marion White

Aberdeen

D
ermatology patients continue to suffer unacceptably long

waiting lists in many areas of the country. In Northern

Ireland, a population of 1.5 million is served by 13

consultant dermatologists, some areas, however, have only one

per 200,000.  The uncertain political environment in Northern

Ireland has possibly hindered development within this and other

specialties.  Currently, the new Health Minister is undertaking a

review of Acute Hospitals and has also promised an end to GP

Fundholding, both of these developments could have a

significant impact on the Specialty of Dermatology, we hope, for

the better.  In the meantime, waiting lists lengthen and, as in

other areas, there is increasing pressure on Consultants to

deliver a quality service.

In Eire, the situation is no better.  A population of 4 million is

served also by 13 consultants in the public sector, though there

have been 3 new appointments which may help to ease the

situation in some areas.  There are only 5 consultant

dermatologists outside the Dublin area, leaving some parts of the

country without a dermatology service.  The organisational changes

in the Health Service include the replacement of the Health Boards

with Regional Health Authorities which may allow the opening of

new lines of communications to the Department of Health in Eire.

North and South of Ireland, the Dermatologists continue to work

for improvements in the service and especially for an increase in

the provision of Consultants within the public sector.

In both parts of the country, there is a
very active training programme with
currently 5 SpR’s in the North and 6 in
the South, the next year will see the
exiting of the first trainees from the
Southern Programme.

For the Irish Association of
Dermatologists, the years 2000 and 2001
have been the years of the combined meetings.  Spring 2000, we
combined with the Scottish Dermatological Society and had a
very enjoyable and informative meeting in Dublin.  Autumn 2000
in Belfast, we had a combined meeting with the Dowling Club
and next year sees a combined Dermatology and Rheumatology
meeting in County Antrim with an educational symposium on
Connective Tissue Disorders.  Autumn 2001, we plan to have two
combined meetings, one with the Brendan Society
(Irish/American) in October in Belfast and a trip to Portugal in
November to have a combined meeting with the Portuguese
Dermatological Society.

Dr Hilary Jenkinson

Northern Ireland 
& Eire Regional Representative
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