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LIVESTOCK

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS

A) DEFINITIONS

(1) "UNETHICAL FITTING" —  Means to alter or
change the natural appearance, weight, musculature 
or conformation of an animal in an unnatural or artifi-
cial manner, including but not limited to, the removal 
of animal tissue or body part, to cut or tear the hide, 
to cover, dye or color the hair or hide, to add artifical 
tailheads, switches, polls, hair, or heals, or to admin-
ister, feed, give or inject any substance or drug to an 
animal exhibited, except when medically necessary or 
when the drug used has been approved for such use 
by the Food and Drug Administration or United States 
Department of Agriculture.

(2) "CLASSIFICATION" — Means the eligibility
requirements and qualifications for a competition of 
a particular breed or animal as determined by  the 
National Association for Junior Shows or a breed as-
sociation recognized by the Agricultural Director of the 
Ohio Expositions Commission.

(3) "IMMEDIATE FAMILY" — means a mother,
father, brother, sister, grandparent, uncle or aunt of an 
exhibitor by marriage or by law.

(B) COMPETITION ELIGIBILITY

(1) 	To be eligible to participate in the Junior Di-
vision livestock shows or activities at the Ohio State 
Fair, a boy or girl must be a current member in good 
standing of either Ohio 4-H or FFA.  

(2) Current Ohio 4-H and FFA member in good 
standing, ages 8 years old and in 3rd grade, or 9 years 
old regardless of grade , as of January 1.  Eligibility 
ends December 31 the year youth turns 19. 

(3) Exhibitors must present a certificate of regista-
tion from a recognized breed associations certifying 
that the exhibitor's entry in the Ohio State Fair meets 
the qualifications of the animal breed classification 
exhibited, with the exception of steer, crossbred gilt, 
barrow, market lamb, poultry, dog, saddle horse and 
rabbit entries.  Recognition of breed associations shall 
be determined by the Agricultural Director of the Ohio 
Expositions Commission.  A list of recognized breed 
associations shall be published or made available to 
the public on or before January First of each year.  A 
certificate of registration must be submitted no later than 
opening day of the Ohio State Fair, with the exception 
of Simmental Junior Heifer Calf entries.

 (5) The Ohio Expositions Commission may limit the 
number of entries made by an exhibitor in a classification 
due to space limitations.

(6) All market and breeding animals exhibited at
the Ohio State Fair must be fully owned by the exhibitor 
as evidenced by a bill of sale or registration,including all 
showing rights, and in the complete custody and care of 
the exhibitor on or before June 1 ( breeding animals), 
May 26, (market animals) except for Market Beef, which 
is January 1 of the year of the competition.  Ownership 
of an animal shall be considered lost if the animal has 
been consigned or lost after the applicable date even if 
the animal is bought back by the exhibitor.

(C) ENTRY

(1) 	Entry due date of June 20.
(a)	 The junior entry must be in the Junior                  

Exhibitor's name.
(b) No advance entry is required to enter 

skillathon.  Showmanship will be entered when making 
online entries and verified at check-in.  

(c) ONLINE ENTRY INFORMATION
All exhibitors must enter online. Please follow 
directions for online entry.  Enter online at 
www.ohiostatefair.com. Exhibitors should keep their exact 
login information (user name/password).

(e) Online entries must provide information for 
either your FFA advisor or 4-H County Extension Profes-
sional. The junior exhibitor’s entry will not be finalized 
until the confirmation is received back from either the 
FFA Advisor, or 4-H County Extension Professional. This 
confirmation will take the place of the required signatures.

(2) Entry required attachments shall be submitted 
to the Ohio State Fair no later than June Twenty of each 
year.  A $75 late entry fee per species will be charged 
for entries made June 21 - July 20.  

(3) Partnerships may submit entries at the Ohio State 
Fair if the partnership was formed no later than June First 
of the same year in which an entry is made.  Beef Cattle 
registration papers must be in the name of the junior 
exhibitor ONLY.

(4) FFA Chapters may submit entries to compete in 
the Junior Division of the Ohio State Fair if a certificate 
accompanies the application from the FFA advisor which 
certifies that the chapter has cared for the animal since 
June First of the same year in which an entry is made, 
or an earlier deadline for an exhibitor participation at a 
County or Independent Fair during the same year in which 
an entry is made in the Ohio State Fair.
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(G) TESTING AND INSPECTION OF ANIMALS

(1) The General Manager of the Ohio Expositions
Commission or his designated agent may conduct testing 
or inspection of any and all animals entered in a junior 
livestock division competition before, during or after the 
competition to carry out the following purposes:

(a) To determine whether an animal qualifies for
competition in a particular breed classification;

(b) To determine whether the animal has been un-
ethically fitted in any manner;

(c) To determine whether any false information or
representation was made in a competition entry;

(2)  All animals entered in the junior livestock division 
are subject to inspection or testing by the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture pursuant to Title IX of the Revised Code, or 
any rules or regulations promulgated there under. 

(H) RULE VIOLATIONS

(1) Upon receiving a report or evidence of a violation 
of these rules, the General Manager of the Ohio Expositions 
Commission shall notify the affected person in writing of a 
suspected rule violation and the nature of the suspected 
violation, prior to the initiation of any proceedings to dis-
qualify the entry or person under paragraph (H) (3) of this 
rule.

(2) The General Manager of the Ohio Expositions
Commission shall report a suspected rule violation to 
the Ohio Expositions Commission or a committee of the 
Commission appointed to hear such matters within fifteen 
days of receiving a report or evidence of a violation(s) 
of these rules, or within five days of  the completion of a 
preliminary inquiry of the matter by the General Manager 
of the Ohio Expositions Commission which ever is later.

(3) Upon receiving a report or recommendation from 
the General Manager of the Ohio Expositions Commis-
sion to initiate proceedings against a person or entry for a 
violation (s) of these rules, the Ohio Expositions Commis-
sion or a committee appointed by the Commission to hear 
such matters may issue notice of its intention to disqualify 
an entry made in the Junior Livestock Competition, the 
exhibitor or a member of his immediate family, or any other 
person shown to have had care, custody or attendance 
of the animal.  The notice shall be in writing and state the 
grounds for such disqualification, including a statement of 
the evidence of any rule violation, a statement of the rules 
violated, and a statement of the penalities to be imposed.  
The notice shall inform the affected person of the right to 
a hearing before the Ohio Expositions Commission and 
the right to review the evidence of any rule violation, the 
right to present evidence in support of the person's case, 
the right to present any arguments, contentions or other 
objections to the Commission, and the right to be repre-
sented by counsel at the hearing.  The Commission shall 
maintain a record of the hearing.

(D) PROHIBITED CONDUCT

(1) No exhibitor shall enter an animal in a competition
in the Junior Livestock Division of the Ohio State Fair that 
has not been fully owned, cared for or in the custody of 
the exhibitor; on or before June 1 (breeding animals), 
May 26 (market animals) except for Market Beef, which 
is on or before January 1 of the year of the competition.

(2) No exhibitor shall enter an animal in a competition
in the Junior Livestock Division of the Ohio State Fair that 
has been handled, fitted, groomed, shown, or exhibited 
by another person other than a registered member of 
the exhibitors immediate family (parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, brother, sister) or another junior exhibitor 
while on the Ohio State Fairgrounds during the fair.  Each 
exhibitor showing a market animal shall register with the 
Agricultural Director of the Ohio Expositions Commission 
or his designee on the first day of the Ohio State Fair, the 
name of the person from the immediate family who will 
be helping the junior exhibitor.

(3) No exhibitor shall enter an animal in a junior
livestock division competition of the Ohio State Fair that 
has been unethically fitted in any way.

(4) No exhibitor shall enter an animal in a junior
livestock competition that is ineligible as to age for the 
particular classification.

(5) No exhibitor shall falsify any information included 
in an entry form submitted to the Ohio State Fair.

(6) No exhibitor shall engage in unsportsmanship
like or disorderly conduct.

(7)  No participant shall unethically fit or alter another
exhibitor's animal.

(E) PRIZES

(1) Prizes for each animal classification shall be
determined by the Agricultural Director of the Ohio Expo-
sitions Commission and shall be published no later than 
May First of each year.

(2) Prizes are subject to forfeiture by an exhibitor for
violations of the Junior Livestock Division rules and regu-
lations upon a final determination of a violation pursuant 
to paragraph H of this rule.

(F) EXHIBITOR RESPONSIBILITY

The exhibitor shall be the absolute insurer of and shall
be responsible for the condition of an animal exhibited at 
the Ohio State Fair Junior Livestock Competitions, regard-
less of the acts of a third party.  Should the testing and 
inspection procedures used by the Ohio Expositions Com-
mission evidence the presence of a foreign substance or 
any drug not medically necessary or not approved for such 
use by the Food and Drug Administration or United States 
Department of Agriculture, the exhibitor, a member of the 
exhibitor's immediate family or any other person shown 
to have had care, custody or attendance of the animal in 
any way, at the discretion of the Ohio Expositions Com-
mission, may be subjected to the penalties provided for 
in paragraph (i) of this rule.
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(4) Any request for a hearing shall be in writing,
and shall be filed with the Ohio Expositions Commis-
sion within thirty (30) days from the date on which the 
exhibitor or person was issued a notice of intention to 
disqualify the entry, exhibitor or other person.  Upon 
receiving a request for a hearing, a hearing shall be 
held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Commission.  The hearing may be continued upon 
motion of the affected person or the Commission, at 
the discretion of the Commission.

(5)  Upon hearing all the evidence and arguments
in the case of disqualification, the Commission shall 
render its final decision in writing to the affected person.  
The decision shall set forth the basis for the decision 
and the penalties imposed by the Commission as 
provided for in paragraph (l) of this rule.

(I) PENALTIES

(1) An exhibitor determined to have violated
these rules pursuant to the procedure set forth in 
paragraph (H) of these rules may be subject to the 
following penalties at the discretion of the Ohio Exposi-
tions Commission;

(a) Forfeiture of prize money;
(b) Forfeiture of sale money;
(c)  A person proven to have violated any rule

may be barred from competing at future competitions 
at the Ohio State Fair for a minimum of three years.

(2) A person proven to have violated these rules
pursuant to the procedure set forth in paragraph (H) of 
this rule, and subsequently barred from competition, 
may request, in writing, a review of the Ohio Exposi-
tions Commission's decision after three years from 
the date on which the Ohio Expositions Commission 
entered a decision to bar the person.

(J) SHOW

(1) Exhibitors must show their own animals,
except in the following circumstances:

(a) The exhibitor is impaired;
(b) The exhibitor has two entries in the same

class;
(c) The exhibitor presents a copy of the entry 

form or other documentation establishing the need 
for an early release or late arrival to the Agricultural 
Director of the Ohio Expositions Commission or his 
designee in advance of the show date;

(d) The exhibitor shall be granted only one early 
release or late arrival.

(K) PROTESTS

(1)  Protests regarding any junior livestock competi-
tion shall be in writing and signed by the party making 
the protest.

(2) Protests regarding any junior livestock com-
petition shall be submitted to the General Manager of 
the Ohio Expositions Commission no later than twelve 
noon of the day following the competition.

(3) Any party making a protest shall submit a fee
of one hundred dollars to the Ohio Expositions Com-
mission.  The fee shall be refunded only if the protest 
is sustained by the Ohio State Fair General Manager.

(4) The General Manager of the Ohio Expositions 
Commission shall hold a meeting regarding the protest 
at which time the party making protest may present 
evidence or argument in support of the protest.

(5) The written decision of the General Manager
shall be final and shall be  served by mail on the party 
making the protest within ten days of the date on which 
the protest was heard.

(L) PARTIAL TERMINAL SHOW

(1) All market animals that win their division as
grand champion or reserve grand champion shall be 
slaughtered upon their sale.  The exhibitor shall release 
the animal to the care and custody of the 
Agricultural Director of the Ohio Expositions 
Commission or his designee on the date and time 
designated by the Agri-culture Director.  The exhibitor 
shall maintain absolute responsibility and care or 
custody of the animal until such date and time as 
the animal is released to the Agricultural Director. 


