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WS 1: Monitoring online drug discussions

 13 drug forums monitored between October 

2013 and 2014 in 4 countries – UK, NL, PL, FR

 5,169 collected threads / online discussions

 Double-typology

 EDND classification, based on chemical families

 Forums classification, based on main self-

experienced effects

 Measurement: the average number of 

new views per day for each month
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WS 1: Monitoring online drug discussions

 Process – to collect each month NPS 

“threads” and their numbers of 

“views” on selected forums for each 

country
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WS 1: Process

Technical issues:

 At first, collection done manually.

 Time consuming (2-3 days per partner)

 To handle the substances’ names

(synonyms, type errors, etc.)

 At the end of the project, collection

done via a dedicated software and an

online platform

 To spare time

 To collect more data
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 6,020 online discussions 

collected

 Selection of the most 

viewed 

 Retrospective inclusion 

possible
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 Closed list of substance 

names

 Automatic categorisation

by the two typologies 

( felt effects or chemicals)

 Management  of about 600 

names and 1,200 synonyms 
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WS 1: Questions

Ethical issues: 

 Should forums be informed of the 

ongoing monitoring? 

 Is it a true or false problem? 

 Ethic

 Legal 

 Technical 
Question
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WS 1: Learning

 Forums have different attitudes toward the 

publicity and the accessibility of their content 

1 2 3 4 5

The more 
private

The more 
open

2 forums
(PL, NL)

2 forums
(FR)

1 forum
(UK)

1 forum
(FR)

7 forums
(UK, PL, 
NL)
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WS 1: Learning

 Forums have different cultures on the fact to 

exchange with institutions or medias

1 2 3 4 5

None 
culture

Dedicaded
Sub-forums

7 forums
(UK, PL 
and FR)

1 
forums
(FR)

1 forum
(UK)

1 forum
(PL)

3 forums
(NL)
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WS 1: Learning

 Forums use - or not - different types of 

copyrights 

1 2

Copyrights No Copyrights

3 forums
(PL, UK, FR)

10 forums
(PL, UK, FR, NL)
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WS 1: Discussion

What does that mean? 

 Forums are extremely diverse:

 Particular relationship and trust to build with 

each one of them. 

1 2 3 4

Platforms   
events 

Source
Info.

Kind of 
syndicates

Not-for-profit
Org. 

2 forums
(UK and 

NL)

8 forums
(UK, NL, PL, 

FR)

2 forum
(UK, PL)

1 forum
(FR)
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WS 1: Discussion 

 Before declaring itself the researcher 

should carefully weight the pros and the 

cons 

 The possibility to build cooperation can 

impact 

 Data quantity 

 Data quality

 And access to the research field itself
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