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God’s Wisdom 
As We Gather 

When the Israelites were encamped by Mount Sinai, just out of slavery in 
Egypt and far from the Promised Land, God wisely gave them the Ten 
Commandments. They are engraved in our historic churches and capitol 
buildings. Their perfect demands require a Savior for us. Jesus was so jealous 
for God’s Law that He cleansed the temple before cleansing us of our sin by 
giving the temple of His body. In His wisdom, God did what we could not: He 
kept His own Law for us and then chose us to be the Body of Christ today. 
None of us has kept the commandments; we and our spiritual ancestors reflect 
our weaknesses in faith and action. But in the process, God’s wisdom shows 
forth: When we are weak, He is strong. Today is a day to boast about God’s 
grace and His Son, Christ crucified, the power and wisdom of God. 

___________________________________ 
 
Organ Prelude & Welcome 
 
Ringing of the Tower Bell 
 

PREPARATION 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Today’s Psalm, Psalm 19, informs our preparation for worship 

this morning. First, it celebrates the glory of God’s creation. 
 

Psalm Psalm 19:1–6 
P The heavens declare the glory of God, 
C and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 
  

P Day to day pours out speech, 
C and night to night reveals knowledge. 



  
P There is no speech, nor are there words, 

whose voice is not heard. 
C Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 
  

P In them He has set a tent for the sun, 
C which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
  

P Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
and its circuit to the end of them, 

C and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
 
871 Greet the Rising Sun 

1 Greet the rising sun, 
    Shining with bright force, 
Like an athlete strong, 
    Set to run the course; 
Birds soar high above, 
    Wildflow’rs bloom below; 
With the day’s new light, 
    Glad to work I go. 

 
2 Father, hear my prayer, 

    Keep me safe today; 
Sanctify my thoughts, 
    All I do and say: 
As I teach the young 
    And esteem the old, 
May Your bounteous grace 
    By my life be told. 

 
3 Lord, I will today 

    On Your love rely; 
Let no evil thought 
    Cloud the clear blue sky. 
Joyful and content 
    With life’s simpler things, 
Knowing all I need 
    From Your kindness springs. 

Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
P Continuing Psalm 19, the psalmist considers God’s perfect Law. 
 

Psalm Psalm 19:7–11 
P The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
C the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
  

P the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
C the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
  

P the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
C the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous 

altogether. 
  



P More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
C sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
  

P Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 
C in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
Confession and Absolution Psalm 19:12–14 
P When we use the Ten Commandments and other parts of the 

moral code as a mirror, we see that we have fallen from the 
perfection of God’s good creation and His perfect Law. 
 

Who can discern his errors? 
C Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
  

P Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; 
C let them not have dominion over me! 
  

P Our gracious Lord has promised full and free forgiveness to all 
who call out to our heavenly Father in His name. Let us therefore 
confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C O God, we confess that we have sinned against You and one 
another in our thinking, speaking, and acting. Worse, in our 
fallen nature, we are sinful and unclean, and in the eyes of 
many we are weak, lowly people. But because You have 
graciously chosen us and worked faith in our hearts, we 
humbly ask for mercy for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forgive, renew, and lead us in paths of righteousness. 

  

P The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men. We preach Christ crucified, and for us 
the word of the cross is the power of God. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 
  

P Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
C Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 
redeemer. 

 

WORD 
 
429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died sts. 1–2, 6 

1 We sing the praise of Him who died, 
    Of Him who died upon the cross. 
The sinner’s hope let all deride; 
    For this we count the world but loss. 

 
2 Inscribed upon the cross we see 

    In shining letters, “God is love.” 
He bears our sins upon the tree; 
    He brings us mercy from above. 

 



6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 
    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 
Be praise from all the ransomed race 
    Forever and forevermore. 

 
Salutation & Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 

gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring 
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1–17 

 1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 
 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 
 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third 
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing 
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 
labor, and do all your work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to 
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your 
son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 
your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in 
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 
them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 
 13“You shall not murder. 
 14“You shall not commit adultery. 
 15“You shall not steal. 
 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or 
his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
 and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse John 2:19 
P Destroy this temple, 
C and in three days I will raise it up. 
 
Holy Gospel John 2:13–22 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and 
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And 
making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the 
sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, 
“Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of 
trade.” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 
house will consume me.” 
 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing 
these things?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-



six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 
21But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22When therefore 
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Teach Us, Jesus, How to Serve 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004474 

 
 
Sermon 
 
Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation  
  came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again     
  according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory     
  to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together   
   is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offertory and StewardMINUTE 

 Offering Prayer 
 

SACRAMENT 
 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame 
the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 
that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 



celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 
Sanctus    “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
(tune: LSB 445 "When You Woke that Thursday Morning") 
  

Holy, holy, holy Sov'reign, 
    God of pow’r and Lord of might, 
Your great glory fills creation, 
    Earth below and heaven’s height. 
So we sing our glad hosannas 
    Lord, to You, who reigns on high; 
"Save us, Lord," your people clamor, 
    "Blessed is He who now draws nigh." 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, King of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood. 

C Amen. 
 
Words of Our Lord 
 
Proclamation of Christ 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your 

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and 
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your 
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord' Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 



          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei    “Lamb of God”  
(tune: LSB 445 "When You Woke that Thursday Morning") 
 

Lamb of God, the Lord’s Messiah, 
    Take our sin and guilt away. 
Lamb of God, anointed Savior, 
    Show us mercy, Lord, we pray. 
Lamb of God, the Father's Chosen, 
    Here Your grace to us accord; 
Reconcile us to the Father, 
    Grant us peace, we pray, O Lord. 

 

Distribution Hymns 
 
629 What Is This Bread 

1 What is this bread? 
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
    This bread we break, 
    This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

 
2 What is this wine? 

The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
    The cup of grace 
    Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

 
3 So who am I, 

That I should live and He should die 
    Under the rod? 
    My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

 
4 Yet is God here? 

Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
    In mouth and soul 
    He makes us whole— 
Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

 



5 Is this for me? 
I am forgiven and set free! 
    I do believe 
    That I receive 
His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
973 Thy Word Is a Lamp 

ref Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 

 
1 When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way, 

Still You’re there right beside me. 
And nothing will I fear as long as You are near. 
Please be near me to the end. Refrain 

 
2 I will not forget Your love for me, and yet 

My heart forever is wandering. 
Jesus, be my guide and hold me to Your side; 
And I will love You to the end. Refrain 

Text: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004474 

 
425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
    On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 
3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 
Thanksgiving 
P Let us pray.  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUTHERAN SCHOOLS 2020-21 THEME HYMN      
"Sent To Serve" 
 

1. We have been sent to serve 
 By Christ, our Servant King, 
 Who gave His life that we might live; 
 New life to others bring. 
 Our Lord and Master’s grace 
 Impels each faithful one 
 To hold the lost in His embrace;  
 Each daughter, ev’ry son! 
 
2. No longer slaves to sin Rom.  
 We serve in lowliness. 
 Through Word and water we begin 
 A life of holiness. 
 May we, through servanthood, 
 Proclaim Lord Jesus’ love, 
 So all might know that God is good,  
 And trust the LORD above.  
 
3. To those who are ignored, 
 Who live with troubled hearts,  
 May we, as servants of the LORD, 
 Tend them till fear departs.  
 May they, by grace, be blest 
 Through faith in Jesus Christ, 
 Who gave His life so all would rest  
 In His great sacrifice. 
 
4. Our ransom has been paid  
 For Christ, who conquered death, 
 Rose from the grave, came to our aid, 
 With His life-saving breath. 
 He reigns as L ORD of all; 
 He shall return again.  
 Until His coming, heed His call 
 That all might heaven gain. 



5. D   To God the Father sing  
  A high doxology; 
  Unto Christ Jesus ever bring  
  A hymn sung glor’ously! 
  Then to the Spirit raise 
  Psalms of unending joy, 
  As we, with willing spirit, praise  
  Our LORD and God on high! 

 

T Soli Deo Gloria T 
To God Alone Be Glory 
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