
Planning & Environmental Law Master Class for Conveyancers

Aims and Objectives
This Planning & Environmental Law Master Class is aimed at all practitioners acting in both
residential and commercial transactions. Our Master Class format includes a workshop
element in each module to gain a practical and applied understanding of this area of the
conveyancing process. The topics covered reflect the planning and environmental issues
arising for conveyancers, in addition to an overview of the planning application and appeal
process. The presenters and workshop facilitators are experts in this field.

N.B Places are limited on this Master Class.

Topics and Issues to be covered

 The planning application (legal and procedural rules), appeals and representation
 Planning warranty – General Condition 36
 Pre-contract enquiries, Requisitions and searches
 Planning compliance issues
 Opinions of compliance
 Planning bonds & Financial contributions/taking in charge issues
 Section160 injunctions
 Section 5 referrals and issues relating to exempted developments
 Section 47 agreements
 Contamination Land Issues
 CPOs
 Due diligence and environmental warranties
 Building energy performance
 Obligations pursuant to Strategic Infrastructure legislation
 EIA
 Habitats Directive
 Arrangements with Irish Water re connections and planning compliance

Date 12 & 13 April 2019

Time 2:00pm to 6:00pm (12 April)
10:00am to 5:00pm (13 April)

Venue Radisson Blu Royal Hotel, Golden Lane, Dublin 8
Fee €425
Discounted* Fee €350

CPD Hours 8 General Plus 2 Management & Professional Development Skills (by
Group study)

Event Code S1910



Speakers in order of appearance

Patrick Sweetman, Matheson
Patrick Sweetman is former head of the Commercial Property Department at Matheson.  He
is a longstanding member of the Conveyancing Committee of The Law Society. Patrick has
acted for a number of leading developers in Ireland, as well as receivers, banks, NAMA,
and inward investors.  He has advised on many planning applications, appeals and judicial
reviews, and environmental issues arising on the acquisition, development and disposal of
land. He has lectured regularly on property, planning and environmental matters for The
Law Society.

Brendan Slattery, McCann FitzGerald
Brendan is the head of environment and planning at McCann FitzGerald. With almost
twenty years’ experience in planning and environment law, he has been recognised as an
expert at national and EU level, having advised regulatory authorities, statutory bodies,
local authorities and developers on the delivery of a wide range of local and national
projects. In recent years, Brendan has advised on almost every significant infrastructure
project across Ireland spanning the areas of energy, transport, water, wastewater and the
agri-business sector. He has lectured for the Law Society on each of the Professional
Practice Course in Conveyancing, the Diploma in Commercial Conveyancing and the
Diploma in Planning and Environmental Law, for Trinity College on a range of postgraduate
diploma and masters courses.

Finola McCarthy, Ronan Daly Jermyn
Finola McCarthy advises on all types of construction and engineering projects both public
and private sector from initial procurement through to dispute resolution. She is
experienced in all principal forms of contract used in design build, EPC, construction,
infrastructure and energy projects such as FIDIC, RIAI, IEI, government public works and
several bespoke forms. She has extensive experience in advising local authorities and
other public bodies on all aspects of public procurement and administrative law issues. Her
practice includes environmental law and related project issues including health and safety
and planning. She is Member of the Irish Environmental Law Association; Procurement
Lawyers Association; Irish Society of European Law and Adjudication Society. She lectures
widely at conferences and training workshops and is frequently published in construction
industry publications.

Alan Roberts, A & L Goodbody
Alan Roberts is a Partner in and the joint Head of the A & L Goodbody’s Environmental &
Planning Unit. Alan advises on the full spectrum of contentious and non-contentious
environmental work including in respect of waste management law. Alan works closely with
the Energy & Natural Resources, Commercial Property and Mergers & Acquisitions Groups
in his firm on transactions, providing environmental and planning corporate support in
respect of due diligence and he acts for purchasers, vendors and lenders. Alan also
advises on interaction with regulatory enforcement agencies, third party liability claims,
contaminated land clean up and the defence of environmental and health & safety
prosecutions. Alan has particular expertise and experience in advising on all planning,
environmental and property issues arising on the development, operation and funding of
windfarms. Alan’s clients include owners, developers and funders of and private equity
investors in windfarms. Alan is a member of the Irish Environmental Law Association and of
the Health and Safety Lawyers Association of Ireland and regularly lectures on planning
and environmental issues (including health and safety matters) to industry groups and the
Law Society.



Prof. Yvonne Scannell, Arthur Cox
Prof. Scannell has extensive practical experience in environmental matters. She has been a
consultant to the Environment and Planning Group at Arthur Cox since 1990. She is the
author of Environmental and Planning Law and six other books on Environmental and
Planning Law. Until recently, she was a Professor in the Law School, Trinity College, Dublin
where she specialised in Irish and European Environmental Law and Policy. She is a judge
of the European Nuclear Energy Tribunal and frequently lectures judges in China and the
EU on EU Environmental Law. She was on the Advisory Board of the Environmental
Protection Agency from 1994-1997 and has served on the boards of several public and
private companies. Yvonne was a recipient of an honorary LL.D degree from the University
of Washington and Lee in the USA and she is on the Summer Faculty of Vermont Law
School, the leading US Law School. She was a founder member and first chairperson of the
Irish Association of Environmental Law.

Laura Rafferty, Arthur Cox
Laura is a Senior Associate in the Environment & Planning Group at Arthur Cox. She is a
former Barrister whose practice and experience covers all areas of environmental, planning,
infrastructure, and health and safety law. She has a particular specialism in the adversarial
areas of High Court planning judicial review, injunctive relief and criminal enforcement
proceedings. She regularly advises public authorities and semi-state bodies; private
developers, public private partnerships and corporates; local authorities and Government
Departments; and, receivers, liquidators and funding institutions. She has a special focus
on de-risking renewable energy and major infrastructural projects, and regularly advises on
contentious and non-contentious matters arising out of the pre-planning, planning,
development and funding of projects.

*Law Society Finuas Skillnet members

Irish Institute of Training & Development – Multiple Award Winners
Awarded for Excellence & Innovation in Training & Development


