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ANDREW P. DEAN
Dip N.T.C., C.G.L.I., A.V.C.M.

PIANO TUNING
REPAIRS and RESTORATION

andrew@pianodean.co.uk
(01829) 261222

Phoenix Accounting Services
Tax and VAT Returns
Revenue Accounts
Book-Keeping
Administration of Will Estates

55 Woodlands Way, Tarporley, 
Cheshire CW6 0TP

t: 01829 733552   m: 07966 405314

We’re here to help you.
Your professional
local service.

Please call Joanne
01829 730969
0784 152 9960

www.mollymopcleaning.co.uk

Hibberts llP
SOliCitOrS

For all your Legal Services - Private and Commercial

avenue Buildings, High Street, tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0aZ
tel: (01829) 733338    Fax: (01829) 733055

email: jd@hibberts.com

 INDEPENDENT ESTATE 
AGENTS Open 7 Days a Week

56B High Street, Tarporley, CW6 0AG
T: 01829 730 021

E: tarporley@hinchliffeholmes.co.uk

W: www.hinchliffeholmes.co.uk

W: www.hinchliffeholmes.co.uk
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A. W. BurroWs & son
FunerAl Directors

Long established family business since 1841

Private chapel of rest in Peaceful rural surroundings
complete Funeral Arrangements

Personal 24 hour service. Memorial Monuments.

contAct nigel BurroWs tel: 01270 524243 / 07711 468917
snowdrop Villa, swanley, nantwich. cW5 8QB

www.awburrowsnantwich.co.uk  email: barb.burrows@homecall.co.uk

PROMINENT HIGH STREET LOCATION
-------

ESTABLISHED REPUTATION
-------

EXPERIENCED PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS 
-------

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SEVEN OFFICES ACROSS CHESHIRE

FREE NO OBLIGATION VALUATIONS PROVIDED

THINKING OF SELLING?

Contact:-     Tarporley Office - 01829 731300
 E:Mail - sales@wrightmarshall.co.uk

Web: www.wrightmarshall.co.uk
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PARISH DIRECTORY – TARPORLEY 
Services: See Calendar page on the website or ‘The Link’ magazine. 
Weekday Service   St Helen’s Church, Holy Communion:    Wednesday at 10.00 am. 

(Note: all telephone numbers are area code 01829 unless otherwise stated). 

Rector: Georgina Watmore, The Rectory, High St, Tarporley CW6 0AG 732491 

e-mail: revgeorgina@me.com 
Assistant Curate:    Julian Osborne,3 Dingle Way, Cuddington, Cheshire, CW8 2UW 07421 323699 

 e-mail: revjulianosborne@gmail.com  

Tarporley: St Helen 

Churchwardens 
 
Phillip Posnett, Haughton Hall,. Tarporley CW6 9RH 260251 
Liz Neely email neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890 470899 

Treasurer Anita Langford, 7 The Crescent, Utkinton, CW6 0LT 458351 
P.C.C Secretary Marion Moss, 2 Torr Rise, Tarporley, CW6 0UD 733382 
Organist Chas Hardern 732595 
Bellringers Jenny Christian 732412 

Cotebrook: 
St John Wardens Bill Spiegelberg, Oulton Park House, Tarporley, CW6 9BL 

Peter Copland, Moss Cottage, 

Utkinton Lane, Cotebrook, CW6 0JH 

760336 
732618 

Organist 
Eaton: St Thomas 

Wardens 

Katrina Copland, 732618 

Rosemary Lilley, Windward Mark, Eaton Lane, Eaton, Tarporley 
CW6 9AG 
Michael Scott, Shire Barn,Moss Hall Lane, Rushton, Tarporley 

732948 

CW6 9GJ 760750 
Organist Marjorie Rathbone 732655 

LINK Editor Andy Jobson, Plessington House, Huxley Lane, Brassey Green, 
Tarporley, CW6 9UG 732437 

Electoral Roll Mike Kiddle, 1 Woodlands Way,Tarporley, CW6 0TP 733431 
Safeguarding Officer Liz Neely email neelyeliza@hotmail.com 07890 470899 
Sunday Sheet email jleaman@talktalk.net 
Tarporley C.E. Primary School Mrs Kerry Forrester 01244 981230 
Utkinton C.E. Primary School Ms Lorna Pleavin 732322 
Done Room Booking Secretary Kathryn Palmer 733040 

CONTACT POINTS: 
Please do not hesitate to report cases of sickness or pastoral need to the Rector 
To make arrangements for a Funeral please contact the Rector 

To ask about Wedding arrangements, baptisms or general enquiries please contact Jan 
email:   admin@tarporleyparish.co.uk 

732491 
732491 

Website: www.tarporleyparishchurch.org e-mail: admin@tarporleyparish.co.uk 
Items for ‘The Link’ should be e-mailed to jobsonajpj@btinternet.com or posted to the Link 

Editor by the 16
th 

of each month. 
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CCAALLEENNDDAARR  OOFF  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

  FFOORR  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR  22002200    

It is a delight to report that, following the successful and controlled opening of 

St Helen’s for public worship,  our current plan is to enable the opening of both 

St Thomas and St John for public worship services from the beginning of 

October. (See page 7 in this issue and our website for more detail on the 

arrangements).  

September   6th    THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

St Helen  10.00am  Morning Prayer 

      13th THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion 

Our first service at St Thomas’ 

St Helen 10.00am  Holy Communion 

       20th THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

St Thomas 9.00am  Holy Communion 

St Helen 10.00am  Holy Communion 

      27th THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

St Thomas 9.00am Holy Communion 

St Helen 10.00am  Holy Communion            

October       4th   THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

St Thomas 9.00am Morning Prayer 

St Helen  10.00am  Holy Communion 

St John  11.15am Holy Communion 

Our first service at St John’s 

Every Wednesday at 10am there is a service of Holy Communion at St Helen’s. 
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The Rector Writes….. 

Whenever we leave our home, we check we have all we 

need: our keys, phone, wallet….. For the last month we 

have had to add ‘mask’ to this list. The mandatory wearing 

of masks in certain situations has given rise to much debate 

and given me pause for thought. Society has long been acquainted with the idea 

of masks. We all have experience of wearing metaphorical masks.  When asked: 

How are you? We tend, whatever the real answer, to respond with ‘fine’. We 

wear metaphorical masks to hide how we genuinely feel or think and 

sometimes real masks to shield our identity: a masked ball, a fancy-dress party, 

a balaclava if the intention is less honourable. In these days of social media, fake 

news and internet fraud, there are whole new ways of presenting oneself in a 

manner that is far removed from the reality, or worse masks real identities. No 

wonder then that ‘masks’ these days are rarely seen in a positive light. And yet, 

now we have to wear them as part of our daily life and even in church as we 

worship.  

No wonder then that many struggle with this. Masks are after all 

uncomfortable; they can distance us from others and make communication 

more difficult. But for many the real issue is that being forced to wear a mask 

infringes one’s freedom and rights. Christian theology understands freedom in 

slightly different terms. The Book of Exodus tells the story of God, through 

Moses, rescuing the Israelite nation from bondage and leading them out to 

freedom. This foreshadows the later, far greater, and even more miraculous 

story of Jesus who rescues us all. In Exodus 

we meet God’s repeated refrain, given by 

Moses to Pharaoh: ‘let my people go’ 

immediately followed by the words ‘so that 

they may serve me’; or in some translations 

‘so that they may worship me’. Freedom is 

thus given for a purpose. Christianity 

understands that freedom is never solely 

about ourselves or our rights, rather we are 

gifted freedom to serve or worship God by 

loving Him and our neighbour.   
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The face mask has become a focus for the tension between those whose 

freedom is solely about them and their rights and those who understand 

freedom in a wider context. The wearing of a mask questions how we 

understand our life together in community. Christ calls us to care for our 

neighbour, the poor, the weak, the widow, the orphan, those struggling among 

us. The tension around wearing masks is a modern-day example of what Jesus is 

always trying to teach us about loving our neighbour as ourselves. The gospel’s 

call is less about what ‘I’ want and more about what the ‘other’ needs.   

I began by reflecting that masks, for many and various reasons, have rarely been 

seen in a positive light and I confess that I still do not like them. I find wearing a 

mask difficult for any length of time. My glasses fog up and I find it even harder 

to hear those around me and make myself heard. I also find it hard not to see a 

full face, not to be able to see someone smile. So much expression and 

understanding is lost behind a mask. But as a Christian I recognise that this is 

not just about me and so, even though I do not like it, I will wear a mask not just 

when I have to, or cannot maintain social distancing, I will try to remember that 

I have the precious freedom to offer to wear a mask whenever I look at another 

and feel that it would help them. 

Later on, you can read an old story that highlights this tension about the nature 

of ‘freedom’ along with a review of a small book that looks at what it means to 

walk humbly with God. I pray that each of us might treasure our freedom, 

recognise its source and so be able to walk humbly with God and alongside 

others.   

Georgina 

Return to Services and the last Worship at Home 

On 9th August we took another step in our journey to return to our regular 

service pattern as we resumed Holy Communion at St Helen’s. Several weeks of 

Morning Prayer had assured us that the measures we have put in place were 

keeping everyone safe and so we have nearly returned to our regular pattern at 

St Helen’s: first Sunday of every month Morning Prayer and subsequent 

Sunday’s Communion with an additional service of communion every 

Wednesday morning at 10am (we will resume Evensong once singing is 

allowed).      (Continued overleaf) 
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Sadly, the service is not exactly as we knew it but the changes that have been 

put in place are to minimise risk and keep us all as safe as possible (you can view 

the full list of these on the website) Having successfully navigated these changes 

at St Helen’s we are now looking to resume services at St Thomas’ on Sunday 

13th September at 9am and at St John’s at 11:15am on Sunday October 4th. 

 

Of course, all these plans are subject to change dependant on prevailing 

circumstances and all our services will continue to be conducted following the 

government and Church of England guidelines at the time. 

 

Now we are able to offer regular worship in all our churches the time has come 

to end the distribution of our Sunday Worship at Home. The last issue of this 

will be on 27th September, seven months since we began!  

It has been a long road to get us to this point. My prayer now is that we 

continue to move steadily forward, that our congregations will grow in 

confidence and number, that we will all remain safe and well and most 

importantly that we will all grow in the knowledge and love of God and of his 

son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 

Delayed APCM. Monday 7th September 6:30pm St Helen’s. All Welcome. 

We normally hold our Annual Parish Meeting as part of a celebratory parish 

service in April. Because Covid resulted in the suspension of services and 

meetings this review of 2019 could not take place despite the fact that the 

Annual Report and paperwork were all in place. Socially distanced meetings are 

now possible but given how long ago 2019 now seems and all that has 

happened in the last few months the APCM has become something of a legal 

formality. We will therefore hold a short, socially distanced meeting in St 

Helen’s at 6:30pm All are welcome.  

 

The Parable of the Long Spoons 

Following on from my letter this month, I am reminded of an old story 

explaining the difference between heaven and hell that sheds light on the 

different ways we interpret the meaning of freedom.  

Page 8



A wise old woman is asked to explain the difference between heaven and hell 

and she does so using the imagery Jesus so often turned to:- the picture of a 

great banquet. 

“In hell” she says “there is a dining hall filled with rows of tables, each 

overflowing with a magnificent feast. It looks and smells delicious, yet the 

people seated around the tables are emaciated and moaning with hunger. The 

tables are broad and the only way to reach the feast is with a very long spoon. 

Each person can only use their own spoon, but they are far too long to reach the 

individual’s mouth. In spite of the abundance before them, people are starving.” 

She continued, “Heaven looks very similar. Again, there is a grand dining hall 

with row upon row of tables, and on those tables, a marvellous feast. But 

instead of moaning with hunger, the people sit contentedly, talking with one 

another, sated from the abundance before them. Like those in hell, everyone 

holds their own long spoon. But rather than struggling to feed themselves, they 

reach their spoons out, feed the one seated opposite and in turn are fed by 

them.  

The 

difference 

between 

heaven and 

hell, is 

neither the 

qualities of 

the place, 

nor the 

abundance 

of resources, 

but rather 

the way 

people treat 

each other. 

(Continued 

Overleaf) 
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This Parable of the Long Spoons is a story that exists, in one version or another, 

across many spiritual communities and cultures. Sometimes the spoons are 

replaced by chopsticks, tongs, or splints that keep the arms from bending. 

Sometimes there is a teacher leading a student through heaven and hell, other 

times a traveller is speaking directly to God. In every example, the message is 

the same: the difference between ‘heaven’ and ‘hell’ is much less than we 

imagine, and it isn’t imposed upon us. What creates each condition is how we 

choose to view the world and use our freedom.      

Georgina 

From the Parish Bookshelf. 

A book review by Walter Gibson 

Walk Humbly by Samuel Wells 

The subtitle of this short book is “Encouragements 
for living, working and being”. It is certainly that. 
The author combines deep, almost philosophical 
reflections with spiritual insights to give the reader 
guidance on how to live .. and be.. in the modern 
world. He brings a fresh perspective on eight 
different dimensions of “being” : what it means to 
be humble, to be grateful, to be your own size, to 
be gentle, to be a person of praise, to be faithful, 
to be one body , to be a blessing. At times the prose has a poetic quality which 
uplifts and inspires. It is a book to read and re-read as each time there will be 
something new to learn, consider, ponder and practise. No matter how much 
we think we understand these different qualities he has something new to say 
on each of them. I had the odd sensation that at times the author was speaking 
to me directly: I’ve read it twice and each time, while I found the whole book 
gently encouraging, one or two sentences seemed to leap out at me and have a 
special and helpful significance for me.  

I hope this book gives you as much encouragement as it gave me. Walter 

‘The Link’ returns to print and distribution. 
All being well you will be reading this magazine on glossy printed paper. 
Your editor would like to thank you all for your patience since the last 
printed magazine (March edition) was distributed in late February 2020.  
I would also like to thank the printers at NMC Design and Print and 
particularly all of Angela Hicks’ team of dedicated distributors for getting 
this edition to you.              Andy Jobson (Editor) 
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The Revd Trevor writes:- 

To the Congregations of the Churches of St 

Helen, St John and St Thomas:                                                          

Dear Friends, 

I have concluded for a variety of reasons that the 

time has now come for me to withdraw from the 

informal role of Associate Minister in the Parish of 

Tarporley. 

 

God willing, I hope to be able to continue in 

ordained ministry as part of the small pool of 

retired clergy in the Malpas deanery who give support to clergy and parishes as 

requested. 

I have had seven very happy years in this parish and it is after much prayer, 

thought and discussion with Eveline and other family members that I have 

reached this decision. Letting go of something one has enjoyed and appreciated 

is never easy and is often sad. That is how I feel now. 

I have much valued the warmth of friendship, encouragement and support from 

the congregations of all three churches and of course the former Rector, Keith 

Hine, our current Rector Georgina and all the church officers throughout this 

time. I hope that I have been able to make a worthwhile contribution to God’s 

work in my time with you. I thank God for the opportunity I have been given to 

serve amongst you. 

All this does not mean, however, that I will not or cannot be with you again 

from time to time in the future. God willing that will be possible.  

Heartfelt thanks to you all with very best wishes for the future. 

God’s blessing be with you all. 

 

Trevor 
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Thank you Trevor 

 On behalf of everyone I offer thanks to Trevor for all he has given to the Parish.  

He has been a help to many through times of bereavement and difficulty, led joyful 

services prayerfully and generously shared his knowledge and love of the Lord with 

us all.   

He has been a wonderful colleague and a great personal support.  

We must also thank Eveline for her steadfast support of Trevor without which he 

would not have been able to do so much.  

We wish them both a long and very happy future – as we know there is no such 

thing as retirement in ministry!                            Georgina 

 

 

 

               200+ Results for April to August 2020.  

The draws for April to July were postponed whilst St Helen’s was closed 

during lockdown but we are pleased to say that they have now taken 

place.                                     Here are the results.  

April 2020 

First Prize £100     No. 115  – Miss C Stockton 

Second Prize £20  No. 156  – Luca Haywood 

Third Prize  £10    No. 188  – Mrs D Barnett  

May 2020 

First Prize £100     No. 179  – Mrs M Snelson 

Second Prize £20  No. 122  – Mrs B Ramsden 

Third Prize  £10    No. 67  – Mrs S Horton  

June 2020 

First Prize £100     No. 150  – Mr J Hudson 

Second Prize £20  No. 89  – Mrs J Brighton 

Third Prize  £10    No. 44  – Mr M Scott 

July 2020 

First Prize £100     No. 97  – Ms C Bonner 

Second Prize £20  No. 133  – Mrs E Brockley 

Third Prize  £10    No. 106  – Mr E Butcher 

August 2020 

First Prize £100     No. 11  – Mrs S Tomlinson 

Second Prize £20  No. 194  – Mrs B Gill 

Third Prize  £10    No. 43  – Mrs A M Gerrard 

Thank you again for your support –proceeds to St Helen’s Parish Church 

maintenance. 
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J. BLAGG & SONS
(Tarporley) Ltd.

T.V., Digital Home Entertainment,
Domestic Appliances, 

Free-standing and Built-in

75 High Street, Tarporley
Cheshire, CW6 0AB

% 01829 732043  
www.jblagg.co.uk

HELPING YOU TO KEEP YOUR 
DOG HEALTHY, FIT AND HAPPY 

Please contact: 
Caroline on 07710 488106 
muttiesdogwalking@gmail.com

Brian Rathbone Electrical Ltd 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
PART P REGISTERED 

ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK 
AND INSTALLATIONS 

FUSE BOARD UPGRADES 

INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIGHTING  
SOCKETS  COOKERS  SHOWERS 

SMOKE DETECTORS 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 

TEL : 07812 336006 

Email : brian-electrical@hotmail.com 
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J.C. CLARKE & SON 
Funeral Directors & Monumental Consultants

Pre-Paid Funerals Plans 
111 High Street, Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 0AY

Telephone: 01829 733808
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE
Part of ‘Dignity Plc a British Company

THE DONE ROOM 
LOOKING FOR A VENUE FOR A GROUP MEETING?

 A CHILDREN’S PARTY, AN ACTIVITY GROUP (Yoga?  
Zumba?)

THE DONE ROOM has good facilities (Hall and kitchen) and 
competitive rates

Minimum charge - £15;   Up to three hours - £25;   Over three 
hours - £7.50 per extra hour

For further details please contact Kathryn Palmer on 733040 
or    k.m.palmer@btinternet.com
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       Jacqueline Wilson
Independent Funeral Services Limited

Over 20 years local experience

24 hours a day Personal Service

52 High Street,
Tarvin, Chester,

Cheshire, CH3 8EE
Tel:01829 740002

Sam Moggan mob:07856 095 611  
sam.moggan@opalservices.org.uk

OPAL Clubs are social clubs for older 
people who need support to get out 

and about.
Tarporley OPAL Club runs once a week on a 

Friday and we are currently short of 
volunteer drivers. The commitment would 

probably be once a month.
If you feel able to help or would like 
further information please contact:-

A request for volunteers. 
Full training provided.

NAFD Qualified

Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Masonry

Hill View, High Street, 
Clotton, Tarporley, 
Cheshire.CW6 0EG 
Tel: 01829 781572 WWW.JWIFS.CO.UK

 EMAIL:  jackie@jwifs.co.uk 

The only Independent Funeral Directors in Tarporley & Tarvin
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Swaffield’s
Gents Hairdresser

The Link would like to 
thank Swaffield's for their 
support over many years

Rose Farm Shop
aDDitiVe Free HOMe PrODUCeD BeeF

The Old Fire Station
Chocolate Shop

54 High Street, Tarporley
01829 733 736 Open 7 days a week

Fantastic range of 
Chocolates made in Tarporley
Fudges made in Tarporley
Traditional Confectionery
Cheshire farm Ice Cream

Coffee Shop
Visit us and see why we have been featured so 

often on Television and Radio
Confectionery also available from

The Chocolate Box
Blakemere Craft Centre, Sandiway
open six days a week closed Mondays

We are a small farm producing ‘Additive free, home produced, top quality
beef’ All our meat is professionally prepared on our premises to suit all

requirements from your weekly joint to larger freezer orders.

Selection of 35 British
Farmhouse Cheeses

Home Cooked Meats
Beef - Ham - Turkey
100% Meat Content

TASTE THE DIFFERENCE

taste the difference

roSE fArM SHoP, uTKINToN, Nr. TArPorLEY  TEL: (01829) 732978

Opening Hours
Monday to Friday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.  - 1 p.m.

AMple pArking

FARM
ASSURED

PORK

HOME
PRODUCED

BEEF
JOINT

FRESH 
LOCAL 
LAMB

Also visit our Café and Garden Shop

Tarporley Flower Club
Members of the Tarporley Flower Club 
invite you to join them at their monthly 

meeting which is held at the 
Tarporley Community Centre between 

1.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. 
on the first Tuesday of each month 

(except in January when the meeting is held 
on the second Tuesday.

There is no meeting in August).

Each month spectacular floral designs are 
created by a skilled demonstator on the 

stage before an audience of
members, guests and visitors.

New members and visitors are most welcome, 
there is an admission fee payable.

Annual membership fee is £40.

Birch Heath Veterinary Clinic
Birch Heath Road , Tarporley,

Cheshire
CW6 9UU

Tel: 01829 733777/
www.birchheathvets.co.uk 

Opening
times: Mon-Fri: 8am—7pm,
Sat: 9am- 12pm, Sun: Closed
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