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Being literate means knowing how to read and write; however, knowing where stories come from and how they can
be told through music, dance, and live performance is another important piece of literacy. Exposure to different
experiences, stories, and forms of literature aids in building background knowledge of the world and it fosters
comprehension.

Our First Theater Experiences programming aims to introduce young children to the joys and benefits of attending
plays, music, dance, storytelling, and other performances presented by expert artists. In cooperation with
community partners, our First Theater Experiences programs:

¢ Provide a diversity of cultural literacy experiences for young children

¢ Develop familiarity for the story portrayed and help increase comprehension

e Foster an understanding of and appreciation for various art forms

¢ Help develop the attention span of young audiences

¢ Build expectation for how to behave at live theater performances

¢ Provide free opportunities for families to introduce children to a form of performance art

Are you planning to take your child to see a live theater performance? Here are some helpful tips and benefits.

Helpful Resources

Downtown Library | 812-349-3050
303 E. Kirkwood Avenue, Bloomington, IN 47408 Page 1 of 3

Ellettsville Branch | 812-876-1272



https://mcpl.info/childrens/first-theater-experiences
https://mcpl.info/node
tel:812-349-3050
https://mcpl.info/ellettsville/ellettsville-branch
tel:812-876-1272

% mc I ”,TF First Theater Experiences
(= p . O Published on Monroe County Public Library, Indiana - mcpl.info (https://mcpl.info)

e What to expect when you see a play (for children)

¢ Theater tips (for teens)

e "Learning from Live Theater" from EducationNext (Winter 2015)

e "Why Children’s Theater Matters" from Education.com (June 1, 2014)

We partner with Cardinal Stage, Bloomington's professional theater company, to produce study guides for
educational use. Here is a sampling of the guides:

Charlotte's Web Study Guide (2019)

Flat Stanley Study Guide (2019)

Beauty and the Beast Study Guide (2018)

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe Study Guide (2018)
Robin Hood Study Guide (2018)

Garfield: The Musical with Cattitude Study Guide (2017)

A Year with Frog and Toad Study Guide (2017)

e Oliver! Study Guide (2016)

e Elephant and Piggie Study Guide (2016)

First Theater Experiences Upcoming Events

Local Theater-Related Organizations

Cardinal Stage

Forgotten Clefs
Renaissance Wind
Ensemble

Reimagining Opera for
Kids

Stages Bloomington
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http://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/MCPL_WEB-What-to-expect-when-you-see-a-play_09-14.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/PRINT-READY_Teen-Theater-Tips_10-15.pdf
https://www.educationnext.org/learning-live-theater/
https://www.educationnext.org/learning-live-theater/
https://www.educationnext.org/learning-live-theater/
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/why_childrens_theater_matters.pdf
http://cardinalstage.org
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/charlottes-web_study-guide.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=charlottesweb
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/charlottes-web_study-guide.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=charlottesweb
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/master_flat-stanley_study-guide_03-19.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=flatstanley
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/master_flat-stanley_study-guide_03-19.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=flatstanley
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/cardinal_studyguide_batb.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=beautybeast
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/cardinal_studyguide_batb.pdf?utm_source=firsttheater&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=beautybeast
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/lion-witch-wardrobe_study-guide_08-18.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/lion-witch-wardrobe_study-guide_08-18.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/content-creation/robin-hood-study-guide_04-18.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/content-creation/robin-hood-study-guide_04-18.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/print-read_garfield-the-musical_study-guide_08-17.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/print-read_garfield-the-musical_study-guide_08-17.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/mcpl_a-year-w-frog-and-toad-study-guide_03-17.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/mcpl_a-year-w-frog-and-toad-study-guide_03-17.pdf
http://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/print-ready_oliver-study-guide_11-16.pdf
http://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/images/print-ready_oliver-study-guide_11-16.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/Elephant-and-Piggie-Study-Guide_4.2016.pdf
https://mcpl.info/sites/default/files/Elephant-and-Piggie-Study-Guide_4.2016.pdf
https://www.cardinalstage.org/
https://www.cardinalstage.org/
https://forgottenclefs.org/
https://forgottenclefs.org/
https://forgottenclefs.org/
https://forgottenclefs.org/
https://www.reimaginingoperaforkids.org/
https://www.reimaginingoperaforkids.org/
https://www.stagesbloomington.org
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