THE FOUNDATI ON STONE

It has been said that the best-established fact in the whol e range
of the study of man is that custons remain, though the notives for them
change; but this statenent, | feel, needs conmpany. Sonetinmes the
present customis essentially the sane, and so is the reason for it,
al t hough the latter is no longer valid; as in a survival of the Roman
Festival of the Terminalia in the Beating of the Bounds in sonme towns
i n Engl and and el sewhere, whose boundaries had been accurately defined
many years previously. Sonetinmes, again, the barbaric features of a
custom may have been elimnated or nolded into a cerenony pleasing to
civilized society, and one or nore original reasons for it may al so
have been nodified or abandoned.

Such a customis the laying of a Foundation Store, or Corner Stone,
one reason for which was certainly operative about 6,000 years ago and
still is, though the earliest primtive notive no |onger applies. It
is hardly correct to say that the cerenony of |aying a Foundation Stone
is the only remaining |link between operative and specul ati ve Masonry,
for there are others, such as the Manuscript Constitutions or Ad
Charges of Masonry enbodying the | egends and the regul ati ons of the
Craft; and the Mason Wrd al so, and the cerenonies associated with its
conmuni cati on. The Foundation Stone cerenony recalls beliefs as old as
man hinsel f, and stens fromat least two roots; firstly it is a linea
descendant of the Foundation Sacrifice performed by primtive man, by
the very early primtive man as well as by the nore recent one.

Sacrifice itself has been defined as essentially a prayer, an
appeal by man to a superior power: being the destruction or surrender
of somet hing val ued or desired for the sake of sonething having a nore
conpelling claim a propitiation of or bribe to such a power, whether
the alter be for good or evil. Foundation Sacrifices, known al so as
Stability Rites, have varied in formfromplace to place and fromtine
to time but their primary object has always been the sanme, nanely to
supply the structure with a soul and so to ensure its stability. Wl
into the nineteenth century, the M| anau Dayaks of Borneo, at the
erection of a house, first dug a deep hole to receive the first post
whi ch was then suspended over it; a slave girl was placed in the hole
and at a signal the lashings were cut and the enornous tinber descended
crushing the girl to death. The Pal ace at Mandal ay i n Burnma was
literally reared over dead nen's bones. Such ancient rite is known to
have been universal fromthe earliest tinmes, throughout Europe

including the British Isles as well as throughout Asia and Africa. It
is an expression of animsm or cloud, to be, like hinmself and the
beasts, a living thing, consisting of a body or formand a soul. This

conception changed so that he considered that the stone or cloud was
sinmple the abode of a soul or a spirit, and that everything nust have a
soul of its own; and in the Foundation Sacrifice the prinmtive believed
that the soul of the victimwas rendered honel ess when he or she was

sl aughtered, and readily entered the new dwelling provided for it by

t he foundati on post or stone, thus endowing it with protection and
durability. On one of the Okney Islands is the ham et of Scara Brae,
probably some 3,500 years old, and in the foundations of one dwelling
were found the crouched bodies of two old wonen, buried that their
spirits mght hold up the walls of the house.

These pagan horrors died hard, for Colunbia the Irish saint is said
to have buried another saint alive under the foundations of a Mnastery
to propitiate the spirits of the soil who were said to be denolishing
by ni ght what Col unbia was building by day; and it is interesting to



contenpl ate the oscillations enforced by pagani smon the one hand, and
Christianity on the other, within the mind of this holy nman who
ruthl essly performed a pagan barbarity for the furtherance of the
Christian faith. Bathing the Foundation Stones with human bl ood was a
variant of the Foundation Sacrifice practiced anong others by the
Picts, who believed that the | arge uncenented stones of their bel
shaped towers woul d endure, being linmed together with the soul s of
their human victins, whose bl ood had wetted the foundation stone.
Cccasionally the sacrifice was in vain, and Shakespeare's King John was
proved right in fact as well as in principle in saying:

"There is no sure foundation set in blood,

No certain |life achieved by other's death."
At sone point in man's tinme there devel oped al so the Conpletion
Sacrifice. |Illustrating this it is said that the architect of the
Cat hedral of St. Basil in Mdscow was killed when his work was finished

to prevent himbuilding a better church el sewhere. And there is the
story of the prentice Pillar at Roslyn Chapel near Edi nburgh, where the
master mason is said to have nmurdered his apprentice, who had eclipsed
himin working a beautiful and intricate pillar. Even at the end of
the nineteenth century, when a workman fell froma beam and was killed
at the building of a house at H ndhead, England, his mates said that

t he accident was "luck for the house and would ensure its stability."
Many simlar stories illustrate a double victimas the Conpletion
Sacrifice.

It has been suggested that the Conpletion Sacrifice forns a basis
for the Hirami c Legend, and Bro. Speth gives eight instances sited in
Europe and England in which the architect, the builder or his
apprentice was, or very nearly was, the Conpletion Sacrifice. Wen the
Foundati on Sacrifice was perforned to provide a soul for the structure,
thus endowing it with stability, the Conpletion Sacrifice was intended
to provide a protector, a guardian spirit. The distinction is slight
but exists, and there canme a tine when every house or building, had not
only a skeleton and so a soul, but also its protective fam |y ghost and
this matter was often attended to very thoroughly. 1In the first
century B.C. there was founding the roof of a Tenple in G eece the body
of a warrior which had been enbal ned, after having been killed, and
then clad in full anour

The Conpletion Sacrifice can be said to have survived to day in the
formof a Consecration or Dedication cerenony, and even perhaps in the
di splay of a flag when the roofing tinbers are conplete in the building
of a house, or even in the housewarm ng party. Every race in turn
however, has sooner or later rejected human sacrifice and has repl aced
it first with animal, then vegetable, and finally with nore synbolic
sacrifice, but always the incantations relative to the cerenony
indicates the stability of the building. Thus we find a | anb buried
under Danish altars that he churches m ght stand; and there are many
stories of allowi ng the blood of a animal to fl ow upon the foundation
stone, the body being buried beneath it. There are stories also of a
egg, or a burning lanp or candle, synmbols of human |ife, being placed
under the foundations, of an enpty coffin simlarly placed,; of human
i mages being buried under the threshold in Egypt, or as in China, being
made of paper and then burned or, as in the Bal kans to the present day,
of the shadow of a passing stranger being pinned down by the Foundation
Stone, the owner of the shadow dying, it is believed, within forty
days.



First then, the Foundation Sacrifice, later the Conpletion
Sacrifice, and thirdly there is the expression of the desire to
per petuate the name, the |anguage, the characteristics and
achi evenents, and current environnent of an individual or people. This
was done by placing certain objects in or under the Foundation Stone
itself, and later by placing themin a cavity fashi oned between the
Foundation Store and what is known as Foot-Stone, which was tried and
proved and well and truly laid and which then received the Cerenoni al
Stone; or the cavity between them may be closed by a plaque. Sonetinmes
the Foot-Stone is called the First Stone, but in this sense it is the
first stone in the |aying cerenony, and not the first stone of the
building to be laid. These objects, known as foundati on deposits, (and
no laying cerenony is nmasonically correct with an inscription and
foundati on
deposits) are often placed in a glass cylinder and seal ed of f agai nst
air and noi sture, nowadays they commonly conprise newspapers, nedals,
coins and other articles, such as a roll or descriptive statenent.

This practice has caused the Foundation Stone to be called by many the
Menorial Stone, particularly in Scotland. It has been said that by

i ncl udi ng coi ns each bearing the i mage of a nmuch | oved sovereign, we
are unconsciously continuing the early human Foundati on Sacrifice, and
synbolically providing a soul for the structure. This may be so, but
it is perhaps nore likely that we wi sh thereby to provide historica
data for our successors (if any).

Such a practice existed at |east 5,000 years ago, for in the
foundati ons of a Tenple built about 3,000 B.C. by Gudea, ruler of
Lagash in Sout hern Babyl onia, were found terra-cotta cylinders, the
i nscription on which recited the acts leading to the inception of the
Tenpl e, and including the device of the StormBird, probably the ol dest
royal crest in the world, and which as the two-headed eagle, is a
synmbol well known in a certain division of our Order today; and this
i nscription has a marked resenbl ance to statenments which is still the
customto include in foundation deposits. Another feature of the age-
ol d cerenony has endured, for ancient Assyrian Foundation Stones were
first made firmand then anointed with beer, wine, oil and honey, a
procedure simlar to the anointing of the Foundation Stone in the
present Masonic Cerenony. Sonetines the V.S.L. refers to the
Foundati on Stone as the Corner Stone, which it originally was and
sonmetines is, though it is not now invariably placed at the north east
corner, a position sacred in Masonic history. It has been laid at the
south west corner and that of the Church of St. Martin's in the Fields,
London, was laid at the south east corner in 1721; in nmany cathedrals
it was laid at the site of the altar. The term Corner Stone in the
V.S. L. also neans an essential stone, of great inportance to the
buil ding, real or synbolic; thus in Psalm 118 v.22 the stone which the
builders rejected ultimtely becane the Head Stone of the corner, as
all R A Masons know.

The Foundation Stone varies in its dinensions with the views of the
architect but the double cube is found very suitable. The inscription
cut into its outer side nowadays gives little nore than the date and
the nane and title of the dignitary laying the stone, though formerly
it was often lengthy and sonetines in Latin. Sonetines there is nore
t han one Cerenonial Stone, as at Truro Cathedral in 1880, when one
stone was laid at the north east corner by Freemasons and anot her at
the east end. 1In 1093, nore than three were |aid at Dundurn Cathedral
and there were nore stones laid aplenty at Val e Abbey, where in 1277
the King laid a stone; the Queen |l aid one for herself and one for her



son; three earls laid one apiece, and other gentlenmen |aid one each
all on the site of the Geat Altar. The Foundation Stone is not
identical with the Stone of Foundation. Legends tell of one such

wondr ous stone found in a secret vault at the building of the second
Tenmpl e. The Jew sh Tal mud has many | egends referring to a Stone of
Foundati on, which was originally taken by God fromH s throne in Heaven
and "Cast into the prineval abyss to forma foundation for the world."
Noah is said to have found this Stone of Foundation and placed it in
the ark as an altar, and so on

And we are now brought to the second root from which the cerenony
of laying a foundation stone is descended, that is the operative and
architectural use of such a stone. The placing of a Foundation Stone
must al ways have been influenced, in early times, by the type of
structure to be erected. Thus the position of the centre pole
supporting the roof would determ ne the place of sacrifice for a
circular hut; and it was a centre stone also for sone types of
rectangul ar buildings. A bridge would require a foundation at either
end; a City Gateway woul d al so have two, one for each gate post or
tower. Though the site of the Foundation Stone is not today
architecturally inportant, in early tines a rectangul ar buil ding could
only grow froma point on a straight line fromwhich a right angle
could be marked out on | evel ed ground; and when the Foundati on Stone
was made to fill that right angle, it was then also nunerically the
first stone and the corner stone as well.

The pl acing of the Foundation Stone at the north east corner, and
the veneration of this as the starting point of the building, arose not
only fromarchitectural and operative necessity but also from Sol ar
worship and the utilization of the rising sun, as for exanple at
St onehenge on Salisbury Plain, a sacred site of worship and sacrifice
dating from 2,000 and nore years ago. Oientation was obtained when
the sun's first rays cast a shadow from an upright rod, and the
per pendi cul ar was obtained by using a plunb rule, and an echo of this
method is heard in one of the side degrees. The right angle was
obtained by a line drawn to the south fromthis line of the shadow, in
the belief that sun-w se notions were | audable and anti-sunw se evil,
or, as said in Scotland, w deershins. The First or Foundation Stone
placed in this right angle had indeed to be proved as a right-angl ed
stone, and to be well and truly laid, for it was the seed from which
the rest of the structure would gernminate; and this is a reason given
by sone for proving it after it had been laid in the Cerenony today,
and not before. It is interesting to note that at the small Church at
Rudston in East Yorkshire there is, about thirty feet distant fromthe
north east corner, a monolith standing upright about nine feet high
This probably cast the shadow for the east-west line for the first
structure to be built there. It is of different conposition fromthe
stones conposi ng the Church, as were also the corner stones in certain
Saxon churches known as Sarsens; these latter were said to be chosen as
such because of their association with pagan worshi p: another pointer
t hat pagani smdied very hard indeed, if it is yet dead. It is no
nodern secret that the sun dos not rise due east and set due west
t hroughout the year; but it is not an object of this paper to |liberate
or augment possibilities allied to variations of this sinple statenent.

G rcumanbul ati on has al ways been a feature of cerenoni al worship.
There was for instance, the procession of the Israelites at the siege
of Jericho, the Edi nburgh Royal Infirmary Cerenony in 1738, where the
G and Master and his Brethren surrounded the outline of the foundation
hand-i n-hand, and when the Grand Master reached the N. E. corner the



cerenony began. At the laying of the Foundation Stone of Freemasons
Hall in London in 1775 all the Grand Lodge O ficers and Brethren

mar ched in procession with nmusic round the outline of the building; the
Foundati on Stone was then laid at the N.E. corner, and the sane
processi on was then repeated.

Late in the historic narrative of the Foundation Stone cones the
Biblical references to it; the nost signal fromthe Freemason's view
point, and contain clear indication for the tools to be used in testing
the stone, is that in the 28th chapter of Isaiah: "Therefore thus saith

the Lord God: Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried
stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation . . Judgnment also wll
| lay to the line, and righteousness to the plumet.” And there is the

synmbolic reference in
Hebrews: "He | ooked for a city which hath foundations, whose buil der
and nmaker is God." Fromthe third chapter of Ezra we learn of the high
cerenoni al content of the |laying cerenmony of the Foundation Stone of
the Second Tenple, for "Wen the builders had |aid the foundation they
set the priests in their apparel with trunpets and the Levites with
cynbals to praise the Lord after the ordi nance of David, King of Israe
and all the people shouted a great shout, when they praised the

Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid." Such
tests formthe basis of the synbolismof the Foundation Stone in the
Masonic Ritual, the entered apprentice being nmade to represent that
stone and exhorted to raise thereon a superstructure perfect inits
parts and honorable to the buil der

Layi ng a Foundati on Stone then, has been an inportant and colorfu
cerenony from many points of view, psychol ogical, architectural
soci ol ogi cal and religious, for many thousands of years, and it has
flourished throughout the Christian era. In the nedieval Roman
Churches there was a prescribed liturgy attached to the cerenony which
pivoted on the idea of a Perfect Stone, one worthy of the benefit of
consecration. In nodern times, Pepys' Diary, as one exanple, under
23rd October 1667 records that H's Majesty the King | aid the Foundation
Stone of the first of the pillars surrounding the new Royal Exchange in
London. Records of the cerenony, which has never been denom nationa
or sectarian, go back some 200 years in America and 900 years and nore
in England; the first stone of d oucester Cathedral for instance was
set by the Bishop of Hereford in 1089, 300 years before the witing of
our ol dest Masonic Charge, the Regius Poem The cerenony has been nmuch
practiced in Scotland; indeed the earliest record of an official
Masoni ¢ cerenony is that of the laying, on request, of the Foundation
Stone of the new Royal Infirmary of Edi nburgh by the Grand Master of
Scottish Masons, the Earl of Cromarty, in 1738, there being 672
Brethren in attendance. In the nodern Anglican Church there is no
liturgical forrmula for the cerenony, that used being only of a
general Iy uniformcharacter with certain variations nmade by the
authority concerned. Bro. David Flather considers it an error, both in
anci ent and nodern practice, civil, ecclesiastic and Masonic, that the
tone should be laid and cenented before it has been proved, and
suggests a sequence elimnating this alleged error

The United G and Lodge of England issued as a sort of appendage to
t he Book of Constitutions of 1815 a suggested form for the cerenony.
Even this, however, was dropped in 1919 w t hout discussion or report.
There is no formula for the cerenony under the New Zeal and
Constitution. Many consider that a prescribed ritual should be laid
down by the Grand Lodges and included in their Constitutions, which is
the case in the US. A At the laying of the Foundation Stone of the



Masoni ¢ Menorial Freemasons' Hall, London, on the 14th July 1927 the
procedure, differing fromthe 1815 suggestion, was as foll ows:

1. The G and Master is requested to lay the stone.

2. The stone is raised.

3. The phial containing the roll and coins is placed in the cavity.

4 The inscription upon the stone is read.

5 The Grand Master receives the trowel and spreads the cenent

upon the | ower stone.
The upper stone is |owered by three novenents.
The maul is handed to the Grand Master who strikes the stone at
corner, "Tenperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice."

8. The plunmb rule is handed to the G and Master who proves

t he stone pl unb.

9. The level is handed to the G and Master who proves

the stone |evel.

10. The square is handed to the Grand Master who proves
t he stone square.

11. The maul is handed to the Grand Master who strikes the stone
three tinmes and declares the stone well and truly |aid.

12. The cerenony concludes with patriarchal Benediction and the
Consecration Cerenony, the stone being consecrated with
corn, wine, oil and salt.

In the United States a Grand Lodge perforns the cerenmony with the
Lodge opened in the First Degree, though in the United Kingdomthe
laying is considered to be essentially linked to the Second Degr ee.
Down t he centuries many el oquent conplinents have been paid to
Freemasons and Freemasonry, by those, fromthe highest to the hunbl est,
not within our Order. In 1813 the Foundation Stone of the Roman
Cat holic Church of Port Louis in Mauritius was masonically laid by the
Pro Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Engl and; and today and
every day at present an elderly Roman Catholic lady in our Roskill
Masoni ¢ Hone thanks God for H's having placed her there. The
Foundati on Stone cerenpny is performed by the Masonic fraternity today,
nost often perhaps in Anerica, and wherever it is so perforned it is a
conplinment, not only to our speculative Brethren, in the
acknow edgenent that it will be well done, with the style that emanates
fromdignity, exactitude and restraint, but also as a graceful
renmenbrance that when the Foundati on Stone was nore inportant
architecturally and operatively, it was the lot and the right of our
operative brethren to lay it.
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