The Purification of St. Mary the Virgin

The Old Testament is written in the 21 chapter of the First Book of the Prophet Samuel,

beginning at the 1% verse.

This passage may be found in the pew bible on page 311.

(Pause to allow parishioners to find the page.)

Now the man Elkanah and all his
house went up to offer to the Lord
the yearly sacrifice and his vow. But
Hannah did not go up, for she said to
her husband, “Not until the child is
weaned; then | will take him, that he
may appear before the Lord and
remain there forever.”

So Elkanah her husband said to her,
“Do what seems best to you; wait
until you have weaned him. Only let
the Lord establish His word.” Then
the woman stayed and nursed her son
until she had weaned him.

Now when she had weaned him, she
took him up with her, with three

bulls, one ephah of flour, and a skin
of wine, and brought him to the
house of the Lord in Shiloh. And the
child was young. Then they
slaughtered a bull, and brought the
child to Eli. And she said, “O my
lord! As your soul lives, my lord, |
am the woman who stood by you
here, praying to the Lord. For this
child I prayed, and the Lord has
granted me my petition which | asked
of Him. Therefore, | also have lent
him to the Lord; as long as he lives
he shall be lent to the Lord.” So they
worshiped the Lord there.

(Pause for a count of 5)

This is the word of the Lord.



The Purification of St. Mary the Virgin

The Psalter — Psalm 84

O HOW amiable are thy dwellings, * thou
LORD of hosts!

2 My soul hath a desire and longing to
enter into the courts of the LORD; * my
heart and my flesh rejoice in the living
God.

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an
house, and the swallow a nest, where she
may lay her young; * even thy altars, O
LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

4 Blessed are they that dwell in thy
house; * they will be alway praising thee.

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in
thee; * in whose heart are thy ways.

6 Who going through the vale of misery
use it for a well; * and the pools are filled
with water.

7 They will go from strength to strength,
* and unto the God of gods appeareth every
one of them in Sion.

8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
hearken, O God of Jacob.

9 Behold, O God our defender, * and look
upon the face of thine anointed.

10 For one day in thy courts * is better
than a thousand.

11 I had rather be a door-keeper in the
house of my God, * than to dwell in the
tents of ungodliness.

12 For the LORD God is a light and
defence; * the LORD will give grace and
worship; and no good thing shall he
withhold from them that live a godly life.

13 O LORD God of hosts, * blessed 1s the
man that putteth his trust in thee.



The Purification of St. Mary the Virgin

For the Epistle a reading from the 3™ chapter of the Prophet Malachi, beginning
at the 1% verse.

This passage may be found in the Book of Common Prayer on page 232.

(Pause to allow parishioners to find the page.)

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD
of hosts.

But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and
like fullers’ soap: and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an
offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of
old, and as in former years.

And | will come near to you to judgment; and | will be a
swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that
oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and
fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.

(Pause for a count of 5)

This is the word of the Lord.



